Member National Garden Clubs, Inc., Pacific Region
1

Poster Contests

Winning Tips
What works in your Garden, Club, District?
A column for all to share something proven to be a gardenrelated winner. It could be a tool, how-to, recipe, etc.

Light Bulbs
Incandescent light bulbs versus compact fluorescent lights (CFLs).
CFLs cost more however they use ¼ less energy,
last 10,000 hours (~ 8 years) versus 1,000 for an incandescent.
By using CFLs vs. incandescent bulbs in a room where lights are on
for at least four hours a day
saves 100 pounds of carbon dioxide a year.
You reduce your carbon footprint by 500 lbs. by installing five CFLs.

Winter Damage
Ice storms can do terrible damage to trees and shrubs.
Stem breakage can be repaired by pruning the broken branches to
create clean, easy-to-heal cuts.
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From the President’s Desk

Shirley Schmidt

OSFGC President 2015-2017

“Nurture Nature – Nurture Friendships”

Oregon has celebrities among us!!
One was sighted in a recent television commercial for Advil ringing his hand bells. Did you see it during the
holidays? Do you know who this man is? It is Rod Lloyd: our webmaster! Congratulations are in order!
Jennifer Rabner from the Eugene Garden Club who is featured in a new quilting magazine, Quiltfolk with several pictures of her in her home surrounded with her quilts. Congratulations, Jennifer!
Former President Peggy Olin was included in the local newspaper's feature of the Timmerman House which
she so elegantly decorated for Christmas.
In Dufur, Oregon, the high school Botany Class is where many students learn about plants and their growth, as
well as getting hands on experience in planting vegetable gardens. In November the class harvested some mustard greens out of their garden, and sauteed them in oil. They are currently planning a garden for next semester.
The Dufur Valley Garden Club is giving learners tips on how to grow certain species of plants, their care, and the
easiest ways to grow them. Thanks to club president Phyllis Olson for purchasing Paper Whites as a fundraiser
for the class. In the spring the class is planning to sell some of their fruits and vegetables at a local Farmer's Market. Applause to this club for their work with Youth!
Rogue District is in the process of planning a grant-writing workshop. How cool is that! Additionally, they are
pondering the project of creating “blanket/mats” created from plastic bags. Now that's a wonderful idea
utilizing our focus on recycling. This President appreciates the fact that our Oregon members are implementing
the President's message to “Try Something New!”

President’s Project
Lucy Chambers, Chair
541-218-5370
chamberslucy.1015@yahoo.com
“Share the Bounty – Tip the Scale.” Remember to
report to Lucy Chambers the pounds accumulated.
Remember to bring non-perishable food donations for
this project when we meet for the Board Meeting.
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Executive Reports
1st Vice President-Membership

Gaye Stewart

503-510-4370

I love new beginnings! January heralds the beginning of 2017, a New Year for each of us to set
goals and develop plans designed to:
1) Improve our personal selves
2) Enhance our professional careers
3) Plan for a coming vacation, or
4) Make a difference in our sphere of influence, like our Garden Club.
These are all valuable, worthwhile goals, but number 4 is the “outreach goal” designed to help others, rather than
just yourself. Choosing this one requires that we look around to see the needs awaiting attention. Several examples come to mind, though you’ll have your own ideas as well:



Is there a neglected garden area in your community that your Garden Club could adopt and restore to
its former beauty? Some years ago, the Lebanon Garden Club adopted an old rose garden in their City
Park. Old roses were pruned and revived; new roses were donated, planted and nurtured. Rows of
roses now flank the Center Path inviting people to enjoy their beauty and rose fragrance.



Klamath District makes little vase arrangements in colorful laundry lids, first for the Third Thursday
public events in Klamath Falls, then at the Tree League events. These floral treasures bring great joy
to their recipients, while sharing the beauty of their Club members’ garden flowers.



Is there a Garden Club you know that could use a guest visit from you to encourage them? Call the
Club President to let them know you’d like to visit. No doubt they’ll be delighted! Your visit will be
energizing to the Club.



Put a brief article of an upcoming meeting of your Garden Club in the local paper. Perhaps you have a
special program that would be of interest to others. Promote it! Put the notice on your Facebook
page to invite people. When we organized the new Dallas Garden Club, we specifically said, “men and
women are invited to attend!” Some people still believe that it’s only for women.



Participate in the life/culture of your Club as time permits. You will be greatly rewarded by meeting
new friends, learning new skills, gaining information about new plants, and caring for your old ones.

Let’s really “live” the OSFGC Mission Statement:
The Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. provides
education, resources, and national networking opportunities for its members to promote the love of gardening,
floral design and civic and environmental responsibility.

We can make a difference in 2017!
Gaye Stewart
President-Elect
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2nd Vice President

Tanja Swanson

541-883-8119

Publicity
Publicity is an important part of keeping our organization growing!
Websites and Facebook pages are a great way to get the word out about your Garden Club.
A lot of you have great Facebook pages. Some are just Facebook groups: that means only invited
people can see what you are doing. This is a great way to communicate with your members, but is
harder to attract new members.
Facebook is very easy to update and you should do it often, so people that “like” your page get news
regularly. I am trying to “like” all your pages, so that I can add some of your events and accomplishments to our State Facebook page. Sometimes National Garden Clubs pick up a post and people all over
the country can see the great things Oregon members are doing!
If you do not have a Facebook account, I can still put your pictures of your special events on the State
Facebook page. Just send me tanjandy@gmail.com your pictures with a short description!
A few of you have websites, and some are not kept current, which is too bad. Clubs or Districts that
pay for their websites, should definitely keep the site updated and interesting.
Websites are great for giving general information about your Club or District . It is important to keep
that information up to date. Some great newsletters are posted on your websites!
I noticed that some of our affiliate’s websites do not mention OSFGC or National Garden Clubs. Sharing or listing a link to our organization would be helpful.
OSFGC has a great website kept current by Rod Lloyd. District Directors and Presidents, please
check your information on the State website regularly and make sure it is all current. If your information is outdated e-mail Rod at rlloyd@clear-lake.com with the changes. Make sure you tell him who
you are and which Club or District you represent.
Now that so many of you have Facebook and websites, did you remember to make flyers to hand out
in your area with all the links to these fun sites?
Let’s tell our communities about all the great things we are doing and get the respect Garden Clubs
deserve!

Another way of communicating is our OSFGC Newsletter the Mahonia. We would like some feedback
from you on what you want to see in the Mahonia, and how much you would pay for a printed edition.
Please fill out the survey on the next page and return by March 1st. to Corresponding Secretary
Cheryl Drumheller. mscrdrumheller@msn.com 2516 Ash Street, North Bend, OR 97459
or discuss the survey at your next meeting and ask the Club President to send Cheryl the results.
We really appreciate your thoughts, help and input! Thank You!
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Survey
Do you read the Mahonia on line

or the printed edition? 

Does your Club President forward you the e-mailed edition?



Does your Club President print out the e-mailed version to share at your meetings?



Do you as Club President use the Mahonia to find interesting information to share at your meetings?
Does your District Director or Club President encourage you to read the Mahonia?
Did you know that you can access the e-mailed version on our website?
What is most important to you in the Mahonia?
Please number in order of importance 1 = most important.
1
Current information from the Executive Committee
Articles about what other Clubs and Districts are doing
Pictures
Articles from the different chair persons
OSFGC sponsored events
Registration forms
Plant information
Book information
Conventions
Convention registration forms
Pacific Regional News
National Garden Club News

2

3

4






5














What else would you like to see in the Mahonia?-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Suggestions for the Mahonia?-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The printed Mahonia currently costs $6.00 for four issues.
That doesn’t cover the actual cost of printing and postage.
Even with more members subscribing we will have to raise the price.
To cover the cost would you be willing to pay:

$ 12.00 per year
$ 16.00 per year
$ 20.00 per year

The e-mailed version will remain free.
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Committee Reports
Arboreal

lombardo2137@gmail.com

Kathy Lombardo, Chair

New Years Storm January 12, 2017
Many of us have experienced what is being called a 100-year winter storm, because it has
been that long since the last one of this severity. Even the famed “Pioneer Cabin Tree”, a
Sequoia giganteum at Calaveras Big Trees State Park, carved out at the base in the 1880s to
drive through and over 1,000 years old, has come crashing down. Tromping around
through the deep snow here in Oregon, these are some of the lessons learned. First of all
“Change Happens”, it is part of life. Some of the species that did really well are the Sycamores and Bald
Cypress, both stout and with fairly broad upright triangular shapes. Some that have problems with
storms are Grand Magnolia because it has huge evergreen leaves that catch the snow until branches
snap from the load, some Pines that are not adapted to snow and throw branches off from the main
trunk, and Flowering Locusts which become brittle in the cold and often have weak crotches. Even some
native conifers have had their tops blown out by the wind. They will recover on their own, when the
topmost dominate branch takes over as the new leader. When a young tree's leader is broken in wind or
snow, it can usually be repaired. Select a healthy branch near and below the break. Using gardening tie
tape, attach a strong bamboo stake along the trunk, with at least two feet above and below the break,
gently cinch in the branch to the stake. It may take more than one training session to get it upright. Cut
out the damaged old top, at a slant for drainage. When tree damage is more complicated, a qualified
professional tree service or tree surgeon may be required. Tree work is a dangerous occupation, so
make sure the company is covered by liability and accident insurance, and get a bid on the job. Trees do
so much for us, sometimes we have to give back. Winter storm progression frequently starts with lots of
wind and snow, breaking limbs and blowing trees over. Then comes the rain, lots of it, melting the snow
and inundating some trees for days or weeks. If more wind blows in, shallow rooted trees can uproot.
All of this is Nature's way of eliminating the weak, getting rid of trees planted in inappropriate sites, or
just making room for new growth.

Flowering locust
shattered by the
snow load.
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Stone Pine, which
threw its branches

Awards

Horticulture Award

Sherry Cossey , Chair

OSFGC began giving the Horticulture Award in 1943 for outstanding achievement in horticulture and
its allied fields. The recipient is an honored guest at the OSFGC Annual State Convention and is
presented a Citation of Merit along with a $100 check.
Nominations may come from individuals, Garden Clubs or Districts. A Book of Evidence must be
submitted which includes a letter summarizing the reasons for the nomination and signed by the
person(s) submitting the material. Pictures, newspaper articles written by and/or about the nominee
and letters of appreciation for work accomplished by the nominee may be submitted. The annual
deadline for this award entry is April 15. Please send to :
Sherry Cossey
87205 Willowdale Drive
Eugene, OR 97402-9133
Lorē Sampson from Mt. Hood District was our 2016 winner. She and her husband, Jim, own and
operate Rarity Gardens, a small perennial nursery that specializes in peonies, hostas, and daylilies.
Some other previous winners include Duane Hatch, Michael O'Loughlin, Rose Marie Nichols McGee,
Harold Greer, Floyd and Frances Vandervelden, and Phoebe Staples & Juanita Manley.

Member of Distinction Award
With part of our theme as “Nurture Friendships,” each District will select one member to be awarded
“Member of Distinction” at the State Convention. Let's celebrate our wonderful members!
Here's how it will work:
a. The honoree shall have been a Garden Club member for 20 years.
b. The District will donate a minimum of $20.00 to the Claire Hanley Scholarship Fund in the
name of their “Member of Distinction”.
c. The name of the District with the name of the honoree will be sent to the State President by
April 15, 2017.
d. A “Member of Distinction” certificate and a pin will be given to the honoree.
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Container Gardening

Sally Thompson, Chair

Container Plants and Vacations
Hope you are planning an exciting, or adventurous, or just relaxing vacation this coming spring or summer.
Have you made all your travel plans? Airline tickets, rental car, hotel room, maps and lots of money? Have you
planned for your container plants?
The vacation care of your container plants should be included in your plans. Unless you have a
reliable house sitter, the containers need some care. They can dry out quickly while you are gone. Many house
sitters don't care for our special plants as well as we do. There are some ways you can avoid this problem.
An easy old fashioned plan is to run several inches of water in a bathtub and simply set the containers in the
water. The amount of water must be room temperature and about half the depth of the smallest one. Add a light
amount of liquid fertilizer to water before setting pots into the tub. If you have too many containers of various
sizes there is another way to solve this problem.
Wicking can also be a good way to water container plants. Take a tip from African Violet growers that have
been using this watering system for many years. Put one end of a wick in container of water and the other end
into the soil in your container. Test the system before you leave for vacation. It may need some tweaking, alternating the height of water source and pot.
Outdoors watering will be different. Group containers in a location without hot sun and high wind. Soak
down before leaving and set up a drip irrigation system. The hardware of plastic tubing and split faucet connections can be found at any garden supply store and easily installed. It will work so well you, no doubt, will continue to use it after the vacation time. Have a relaxing time on vacation!

*** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
House Plants
At this time of year when we spend a great amount of time indoors, we need to be reminded of some houseplants that help to give us better air quality.
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Convention

Kathy Simmons, Chair

“Siskiyou Sensations”
Be sure and mark your calendar for the OSFGC Convention, June 12-14, 2017 at the Ashland Hills
Hotel & Suites in Ashland, OR. We look forward to everyone attending.

“In the middle of winter something
to look forward to !”

“The purpose of life is not to be happy.
It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be
compassionate, to have it make some
difference that you have lived and lived
well.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

11

Convention Mall

Phyllis Olson , Chair

Dear Garden Club Friends, it’s me again, Phyllis Olson, your ways & means Mall chairman. Thank you
for your past and continued support to OSFGC Inc.
While it is winter outside, how about boxing up some of your things that you no longer need or use
and bring them to me at our Spring State Board Meeting March 13th in Albany. I will cart them home
and keep them safe until State convention. Keep in mind that we are garden enthusiasts, so items that
are useful to arrange flowers, garden, and so important, teaching our youth. Anything around our love
of gardening is welcome. I would like to ask you to think about these things and bring what you can for
your Garden Boutique Mall, Convention 2017.
The plants that Karen & Wally have been bringing are wonderful and really sell for us. Great quality,
labeled and clean. The contribution from Louise Copes of her design containers were sought after by us
serious arrangers. The designer handbags were fondled by Alexandria until she finally could afford to
buy two on $1.00 bag day! Grandma got one of them. So lucky!
We really enjoy opening the boxes and finding the treasures inside. It’s just like a holiday! We also
enjoy staging the Mall for you to have a fun and efficient shopping experience. Thanks for letting me
participate. If there are any items that you would like to see offered, please contact me ASAP, and I will
do everything I can to provide it. Floral Supply Syndicate donated a box of NEW rose thorn strippers
and some other items that I know you will like. If you are not sure if you will attend the convention, but
have a donation, you can bring it to me at our SPRING STATE BOARD MEETING.
Thanks All ! Your friend in gardening, Phyllis Olson

OSFGC Judges Council

Garnet Ascher, Chair

Flower Show School report




Sharon Wilson has submitted her Schedule and it has been approved
by NGC.
Kathleen Henderson is writing hers and soon the script will be ready
to send off for review.
I am awaiting Jaye Weiss down in Klamath Falls to send her first
draft.

It is exciting to have new judges on tap. As the schedules are
approved, I am encouraging their specific districts to have flower shows
this year. Of course, many districts and/or clubs should be planning a
show or maybe try combining with another close-by unit to produce a
Small Standard Show. We need to support NGC Schools.
Char and I will be flying to Atlanta this month to attend a Symposium Workshop. We will
also come home with a copy of the new Flower Show School Handbook. It doesn't go into affect until the
new year. We will have information available upon our return.
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Photo Contest

Jeannette Rogers, Chair

OSFGC Photo Contest 2017
Please note the addition of the category Ladybugs by special request of President Shirley Schmidt.
In the categories Frogs and Ladybugs color and black and white photos are combined in one class and
should only have one photo submitted from each District. All other categories have a color class and a
black and white class which are judged separately.
PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST RULES
OSFGC, Inc. will have a state wide photography contest. Photos must have been taken between January 1,
2016 and April 1, 2017. Photos can be digital or film photos, and should not be enhanced by any
computer program other than conversion from color to black and white. Photos must be 8"x10" and
matted, not to exceed 11"x14" inches. No framed photos will be accepted. The categories are as follows:
1. Landscapes/Seascapes A. Color B. Black and White
2. Gardens A. Color B. Black and White
3. Floral A. Color B. Black and White
4. Birds, Butterflies, Insects A. Color B. Black and White
5. Pets A. Color B. Black and White
6. Wildlife A. Color B. Black and White
7. President’s Choice: –Subject - Frogs A. Color or Black and White
8. Special President’s Choice: –Subject - Ladybugs A. Color or Black and White
Clubs should hold a local contest and choose a first place winner from each category. There is a
possibility of 14 winning photos from each club. These first place winners will then be presented to their
respective District representative to be judged at the District level. Districts will select the first place
winning photograph from each category to be displayed and judged at the State Convention. Winner in
each division at the state level will receive a certificate and ribbon.
Photos must have been taken by a current OSFGC Garden Club Member in good standing.
On the back of the photo, tape a card (do not write directly on the back of the picture) with the following
information:
Example
Name of Photographer: Ima Photobug
Contact info: Phone number and/or email
Garden Club and District – Illinois Valley Garden Club – Siskiyou District
Date / Location of photograph if possible – March 12, 2016 Oregon Coast
Make and model of Camera used –Canon 5DM3
Type of media – Film or Digital - Digital
Category of entry – Landscapes/Seascapes – Black & White
A stand of sufficient size on which to place an 11x14 mounted photo will be provided.
For any questions, please contact Jeannette Rogers,
Photography Contest Chair at 541-415-1035 or E-mail tohrsridr@aol.com.
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Youth

Carolyn Olley, Chair

molley1755@comcast.net

503-698-5305

Youth Club Scholarships
At the 2015 Convention, there was $100 set aside from the Youth Activity Program funds to pay for registering
ten youth clubs. Only one request per club will be considered.
We have six (6) scholarships left! If your club is interested in starting (or continuing) a youth club and hasn't
taken advantage of a scholarship, please consider doing so. We'd like to use them all up. It's not too late to register
your youth club.
The forms you'll need are on the OSFGC website www.oregongardenclubs.org under "Forms". Fill out the form,
mail 2 copies to Carolyn Olley, OSFGC Youth Chairman, 15072 SE 126th Ave, Clackamas, OR 97015. The form will
be reviewed, data recorded, and a copy filed. The 2nd copy will then be sent on to Nita Wood (our State Treasurer)
to finish processing.
One form, 2 copies, one envelope and one stamp. That all it takes!

Youth Handbook Available
At the 2016 Convention in Hood River, I was asked for materials that might be in print which could/would help
our OSFGC clubs set up a youth garden club. These materials might be especially helpful if the club has never
worked with youth before. There is an "older version" of a 36-page publication, put out by NGC, that can help. It's
entitled: "Youth Garden Club Handbook". It was available from NGC for $5/copy + postage.
Great news!! I have been able to acquire several copies...for only the cost of shipping!
I have several copies. To save you postage, I can bring the copies to the Spring State Board Meeting. If you think
you'd rather have a copy before that, we can work something out...just email me. These booklets should help anyone wanting to start a youth garden club, or needing some new activities. The booklet includes sections on:
Sponsorship Requirements; Adult Club Involvement; Organization Opportunities; Program Suggestions (and 20
actual programs!); National Youth Garden Club Awards; Scholarships; and more. It's great reference material, and
if you pick it up at the Spring Board Meeting, there will be of no cost to you or your club. Let me know if you'd like
a copy.

Be Sure to Encourage the Kids
Hello everyone. As I sit here putting together my message of hope for Spring (!), I am looking out my window to
a view of several inches of snow blanketing my whole backyard. I admit it's beautiful. I don't see any weeds, stray
leaves, slug-slime lines; it is a perfect view. We've had several inches of snow on the ground for a week now...it's
that time of year, so it's OK. But it's been so cold since December even I wonder if plants will really start to come
back in a few months. Well, most of them in my yard will, of course, and there may even be a few surprises when
plants that I thought wouldn't make it, show up once again.
Be sure to encourage the kids in your lives to watch for signs of plants awakening in the next few months.
Hopefully, some of their favorite ones will be back for them to enjoy.
In the meantime, do they still need some "hands-on" time with plants? What about some work with houseplants?
Have a houseplant that needs re-potting or a trim? Have the kids help. They can learn a lot about steps for a
successful re-potting, from choosing a new container, to watering, fertilizing, and light requirements for the newly
re-potted plant.
Low-maintenance terrariums are popular now. You could introduce the kids to different kinds of mosses and
other bryophytes and explain why they make wonderful terrarium plants. A small terrarium could be just the
thing to keep them interested.
I received a very "quirky" mug as a gift for Christmas. I'm going to use it for small flower arrangements and
bouquets. I don't know if it's dishwasher safe or microwaveable, but it will make a perfect container for flowers.
A trip to a thrift store could stimulate your imagination. You might find some "unique" containers yourself. Kids
love to "think outside the box". Want a great way to introduce them to "design"? Show them how to make a linemass design in a toy dump truck!
It's cold, it's damp, not much is blooming. But there are still ways to… be sure to encourage the kids.
14

Phyllis Olson from the Dufur Valley Garden Club, Mt Hood District works
with the Dufur Public School’s elective greenhouse class.
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Reports from Districts and Clubs
Blue Mountain District

Bertha Keith, Director

Winter arrived in our district with a vengeance this year. Some of us seldom see snow over on our
side of the state but are getting our share this year. I love the first snowfall that turns the drab, dead
scenery into a lovely white wonderland. It is a time to reflect on the beauty of an evergreen tree decked
out in branches white with snow….no Christmas tree we decorate can equal it in beauty. We have now
had over a month of snow, which is very unusual for us and many are growing tired of its beauty and
consider it a nuisance, all that snow in piles in the parking lots and along roadways not to mention the
shoveling. Christmas parties were cancelled and garden club meetings not held so we didn’t have to be
out on the roads trying to avoid accidents.
So now my reflections are on the scripture in Job in the Old Testament that speaks of the treasures in
the snow. One is much needed moisture for the dry lands; another I have heard is that snow is full of
nitrogen, good for our plants. A good hard winter is said to kill off insects that would torment us next
summer. But the part I like best is the ability to stay inside, close to a wood stove, with a pot of stew or
beans simmering and maybe a loaf of fresh bread baking while I read a good book or work on a sewing
project, or just sit and do nothing and not feel guilty! Sure there are closets to clean, club papers to
organize and taxes to start working on but for now I derive pleasure in just looking out the window at
the beauty and appreciating the time to sit quietly and count my blessing. Spring will arrive soon and
the land will call us out to plant, weed and nurture our universe and I will yearn for the time to just sit
and not feel guilty.
May each of you enjoy the day you are given and use it wisely; but take time to reflect on the treasures in
the snow!

“Be the reason
someone smiles today.”
Katrina Mayer
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Clackamas District , West Linn Garden Club

Jane Sercombe, Director

One of my best decisions was to continue the Veterans Day Celebrations. Every Veterans Day, the
West Linn Garden Club holds a “Ribbons of Remembrance” ceremony at our Blue Star Marker on
Hwy 205. Ribbons of red, white, and blue are ready for those in the community and passersby to write
down the names of their family veterans and service people. Then we tie the ribbons on our big wreath.
The photo is the Streeter family. Sandy is a long time WLGC member who organized fabulous
programs for our club for many, many years. They wrote down family names from the Civil War to
current day. Husband Bill, Sandy, daughter Heidi, and her husband Jan.
Do many garden club members attend? No.
Do many community folks attend? No.
For those who do attend, just being there on this special day is worth it. Always, veterans and
surprised travelers are delighted to write down family names and tie their ribbons on the wreath. One
woman brought her young son to show him why he had the day off from school. They gazed at that
luminous Blue Star Marker, the United States flag blowing in the wind, the wreath and ribbons –
emotional for all of us.
The ceremony ends with taps from bugler Jim McDonald, a veteran and member of the Milwaukie
Garden Club.
The West Linn Marker was dedicated October 13, 2013, to mark the West Linn Centennial.

“You have not lived today
until you have done something
for someone who can never
repay you.”
John Bunyan
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Mt. Hood District-Dufur Valley Garden Club

Katie Olson, President

A fun Workshop Making Kokedamas.

The club provided everyone with a small cardboard box, string and damp sheet moss. Everyone
picked out their own small plant . Some turned out a little misshapen but it didn’t seem to matter, as
they were able to mold them after the tying was done.
Kokedama: Japanese Garden Art “koke” = moss and “dama” = ball.
What is Kokedama?
A root ball planted in mud, coated with moss.
Materials :
Akadama soil, peat moss, sphagnum sheet moss, string,
small plants such as ferns, succulents, cacti or ivy.
Tools: scissors, bowl, latex gloves, measuring cup.
Instructions:
Moisten the moss . Add water to akadama mixture until it holds together as a ball.
Make a hole in the ball and add the plant material.
You can find more detailed instructions on the internet or in the current issue of “Garden Gate”
magazine.
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Mt. Hood District-Dufur Valley Garden Club

Katie Olson, President

Birthday Celebration
Hello Gardening Friends,
Our Dufur Valley Garden Club will be 70 years old in May and we are having
a birthday celebration & flower show !

YOU are all invited to join us ! Reserve the day of May 13th
Dufur Valley Garden Club: Birthday Celebration: Saturday, May 13, 2017
Where: St. Alphonsus Hall 1st & Church Street, Dufur, OR
Join us for a fun filled day: Small- standard flower show, door prizes, and tea.
Meet & greet some of our long time members, new members and active youth .
Printed information will available at our Spring State Board Meeting in March.
Thanks so much ,
Phyllis Olson

Mt. Hood District-Odell Garden Club

Norma Curtis, President

Odell Garden Club is getting ready for their Annual Tea Party :

“A Garden Gala”

on Tuesday, February 14, 2017

A Tea celebrating Fruit, Vegetables and Flowers.
We are hoping to have a great attendance again this year. All Mt. Hood
District Garden clubs are invited and encouraged to invite guests to increase
membership.
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Rogue District, Hinsdale Garden Club

Joan Johnson, Director

Rhododendron Garden
Hinsdale Garden, a rhododendron garden near Reedsport, OR, will be open to the public for three
Saturdays: April 15th, April 29th, and on May 13th. The hours will be 10 A.M. to 2 P.M. Parking is at the
Dean Creek Elk Viewing area on Highway 38. Transportation will be provided from the parking area to
the garden itself. Admission is free.
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In Memoriam
Jan Iseli OSFGC President 1997-1999
My Dear friend -- Our dear friend -- Jan (Joanne) Iseli left this place of pain and complications Friday,
January 20, 2017.
Jan was OSFGC President 1997-1999. It was during her administration that we entered into a great partnership with Michael
O'loughlin and The Portland Spring Home and Garden Show.
That partnership brought us great recognition, winning many
First place national awards for our shows. Jan's happy face and
her positive attitude was a joy to all. I was blessed to have her as a
traveling companion for 16 years to state, region and national
meetings. Jan served our state, region and NGC in many positions
until the last 2 years. Jan particularly enjoyed being Blue Star
Memorial chairman and youth poetry chairman among other
responsibilities. She loved garden club and all it encompassed.
She was an ardent horticulturalist with many specimens in her
yard.
Jan was dearly loved and will be greatly missed.
Linda Nelson
The service for Joanne Iseli (Jan),will be on Saturday February 18th, 2017
1:00 p.m. Reception following service
The location is: St. Aidans Episcopal Church
17405 N.E. Glisan Street Portland, OR 97230

Jan Iseli with her two daughters
Nicole and Yvette

Edna Ellsworth
Edna Ellsworth, a long time member of Dufur Valley Garden Club passed away November 8, 2016.
She was 104 years old.
When I think of Edna, these traits come to mind: happy, kind, inspiring, fun, generous, creative, open
minded, gardener, quilter, and active member of our community.
Edna and her husband Ray were well known in Dufur for their vegetable and flower gardens. They
were always willing to take time to visit and give a tour of their gardens and share what they grew. She
always had lots of plants for our garden clubs annual plant sale.
I remember one time Edna and I were enjoying a walk around the yard when she fell down, rolled
onto her back, and laughed and laughed. She scared me so, and I said to her, how can you fall down and
laugh about it? Oh she said: I do it quite a bit , but it is okay, because I taught myself how to fall properly.
When Edna turned 100, she was asked what she would like to do for her birthday.
She giggled and said she had always wanted to ride on a motorcycle! A local young man
with a beautiful Harley Davidson picked her up and gave her the wish. She was all
smiles. Edna lived a full life, overcame life's harsh times, and remained positive and
loving .
She is missed.
Phyllis Olson
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Oregon at its Best!

Odell Garden Club had
their Annual Swag/wreath
workshop with help from
Maupin and Dufur Garden
Clubs.
They made 27 swags for
Odell businesses, shut-ins
and Hood River County Fairground employees that help
them through the year.
Good Food and fellowship
was had by all.
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Dufur Valley Garden club make swags for shut-in’s .
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Some of Northside Garden Club’s wreaths

Klamath District made 40 cups and 14 centerpieces for
Library outreach patrons and the sites they live at.

Eugene Garden Club makes a lot of money selling
wreaths, swags, and center pieces during the Holidays.
They use the money for the upkeep of their club house.
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Eugene Garden Club celebrated the
season with a potluck consumed at
very festive tables .
Two harpists accompanied the
luncheon.
What a beautiful way to celebrate
the season!

For their Christmas Party-Meeting
Northside Garden Club donated items to
the Klamath Gospel Mission. The Mission
Director spoke and picked up all those
socks, hats and other things to keep warm.
Northside Garden Club always has four tables at the
Senior Bazaar on the first Saturday in December. They
sell wreaths, plants , baked goods, and crafts. They are
famous for their fantastic raffle baskets!
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Pacific Region News
Our own former presidents, Peggy Olin and Sherry Cossey,
will be installed as the Pacific Region's Director and Alternate Director at
the Convention in Seattle, Washington.
This will be an extraordinary and exciting event for OREGON.
It will be held April 18-20.
PACIFIC REGION GARDEN CLUBS
74th Annual Convention – April 18-20, 2017

“The Best of the Northwest – the Pause that Refreshes”
Embassy Suites, 15920 W. Valley Hwy., Seattle, WA 98188
Telephone: 1-800-Embassy (1-800-362-2779)
(Mention group code PRG to obtain the special group rate. Deadline March 17, 2017)
Tours:
Kubota Gardens is unmatched in its quality of mature landscaping, streams, waterfalls, ponds, and rock features.
Planted in a Japanese manner, the 20 acre garden was started in 1927. It is a City of Seattle Historical Landmark.
Highline SeaTac Botanical Gardens is an example of the good that can happen when communities work together to save and preserve beloved gardens that are threatened by development.
Programs:
Kelly Dodson and Sue Milliken, owners of Far Reaches Nursery, have travelled the world to bring back specimens to enhance their collection of rare plant species. Please come and enjoy the stories of their expeditions and
the work that they do in their nursery. Stay for the workshop so that you can purchase plants for your own collection.
Oxbow Farm & Conservation Center’s mission is to inspire people to eat healthy, sustainably grown food and to
steward our natural resources for future generations.
“The Gallery – Portraits of the Northwest” Our design program will feature some of our best designers showcasing special places in our state.

You can find the full registration form and a lot more information on the Pacific Region website.
http://www.pacificregiongardenclubs.org/
Come spend some time with friends from across our region, support our current Pacific Region Director Kristie
Livreri and welcome our incoming director Peggy Olin. We know that you will love them as much as we do!
Brynn Tavasci, Convention Chairman
Diane Franchini, Vice Chairman
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Pacific Region Fundraiser
“Floral Design Program”

Come and spend the day with a Texas Lady and have
Tropical High Tea with a Twist!
Thursday ~ March 30, 2017
11:00 am “Design Program”
Given by Barbara Baker
1:00 pm “Tropical High Tea”
2:00 pm “Floral Design Auction”
$40.00 per person
Don’t forget to wear your Hat & Gloves
Barbara Baker is South Central Region Director, NGC Master Flower Show Judge and
NGC Flower School Design Instructor Emeritus. She enjoys research and creating
programs for Garden Clubs and her Friday Lecture Club.
Barbara designed her Butterfly and English Garden which is open for tours;
she implements ideas from annual garden tours to Great Britain.
She is on the National Garden Clubs and Scenic Texas Boards of Directors.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church ~ 3405 S.W. Alice St. ~ Portland, Oregon 97219
Mail Registration to Peggy Olin, 315 6 St. Fairview, Oregon 97024-1944
Make checks payable to Pacific Region
Please provide your Name and how many in your party.
th

Questions: Hotels in area ~ driving directions ~ special diet call Peggy
503.666.4083/ email peggyolin@msn.com
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National Garden Clubs, Inc.

News

The new incoming NGC President Nancy Hargrove will be installed during the 88th Annual
Convention in Virginia. May 15-21. “Virginia is for Gardeners”
Nancy Hargrove’s theme is “Plant America”
Her Projects are: “Plant America” Community Project Grants.
The new book: “The Saved Seed” will teach young children where seeds come from –
not from a seed package at the store!
We thank outgoing National President Sandra Robinson for her inspiring leadership.
It was an honor to get to know her!

National Garden Clubs, Inc.
provides education,
resources, and national networking
opportunities for its members to
promote the love of gardening,
floral design, and civic and
environmental responsibility.

http://www.gardenclub.org/
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Things of Interest to our Members
Insights Into Gardening 2017 is in the works!
Please save the date and plan to join us!
February 11, 2017
What: Insights Into Gardening is a day-long seminar hosted by Benton County Master Gardeners. Whether you are an experienced
or novice gardener, new to the area or an Oregon native, you will find plenty of practical, research-based ideas to make your gardening easier, more enjoyable, and more successful. And . . . new this year! A series of basic gardening classes appropriate for any
gardeners but particularly for newbies.
Where: LaSells Stewart Center
875 S.W. 26th Street, OSU, Corvallis OR 97333
When: Saturday February 11th, 2017, 8:00 am - 3:45 pm

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/insights

"Count your garden by the flowers, never by the leaves that fall.
Count your days by golden hours, don't remember clouds at all.
Count your nights by stars, not shadows. Count your years with smiles, not tears.
Count your blessings, not your troubles. Count your age by friends, not years."
Author unknown
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*Have you ever made a donation and wondered what the outcome was, or how it was used?
*Have you ever wondered about the people we honor with
Claire Hanley scholarships?
It is with great pleasure that our Spring State Board Meeting
announcement will include an extra special event!! Our Santiam Directors have scheduled a former Claire Hanley scholarship winner to present a landscape design workshop for us.
This is none other than the owner of Garland's Nursery, Lee
Powell.
This president is extremely excited!! Several years ago, she
was a student in the NGC Landscape Design classes when Lee
came to make a presentation, as well as to make an indelible
impression regarding the mastery of the subject-matter.
Lee has become a well-recognized landscape architect. Plan to attend this educational opportunity and stroll the aisles of his nursery.
Shirley Schmidt

1:00 Sunday afternoon, March 12
Workshop in Landscape Design at
Garland Nursery. Garland’s Nursery,
5470 N Hwy 20 West Corvallis, OR.
Special Guest Lee Powell who is a Claire
Hanley Scholarship recipient
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OSFGC 2017 Spring State Board Meeting hosted by Santiam District
March 12 & 13, 2017
Comfort Suites Inn, 100 Opal Dr. (off of Knox Butte Rd) Albany, OR
Lodging information
Room prices are $119 per night for double Queen and $119 for single King.
Reservations are now open
NOTICE: Cut-off date for making reservations is February14, 2017.
541-928-2053. Reserve under Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. (OSFGC)
1:00 Sunday afternoon, March 12
Workshop in Landscape Design at Garland Nursery. Garland’s Nursery, 5470 N Hwy 20 West Corvallis, OR.
Special Guest Lee Powell who is a Claire Hanley Scholarship recipient
5:30 Sunday evening, March 12
Meet & greet for a no host dinner at Carino’s Italian Restaurant. 1825 14th Ave SE. Non-Italian food available.
7:30 Sunday evening, March 12
Executive Committee meeting in the upstairs boardroom of Comfort Suites Inn.
8:00 Monday morning, March, 13
District Directors Meeting in the Linn Benton Room (ground floor).
9:00 Monday morning, March 13
State Board Meeting in Linn Benton Room (ground floor).
OSFGC Board of Directors’ Meeting concludes early afternoon.
NOON Lunch, March 13
SALAD: Garden Green Salad with Dressings
ENTREE: Baked Potato Bar w/Sour Cream, Butter, Chives, Chili, Broccoli, Cheddar & Mozzarella Cheese, Bacon
Bits, Salsa, Ranch, Tomatoes, & Cottage Cheese
DESSERT: Gourmet Chocolate dipped cookies & cheesecake

Registration is $25.00
Please ask your District Director for the registration form if you would like to attend.
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Calendar of Events
OSFGC 2017 Spring Board Meeting: March 12-13, Albany, OR
Pacific Region Convention: April 18-20, Seattle, WA.
NGC Convention: May 18-20, Richmond, VA.
Symposium: May 23 - 24
GC State Convention: June 12-14 , Ashland, OR.
NGC Fall Board Meeting: St. Louis, MO.
Everyone has to renew their
Fred Meyer Community Rewards – OSFGC #91407
Simply log on to the website: www.fredmeyer.com
look for “Community Rewards” in the left column,
sign in with your e-mail address, and create a password.

Marcia Kay Whitelock’s email is marciawhitelock@icloud.com
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To publish a Forget-Me-Not in the next issue of the
Mahonia: Send your $10.00 check
made out to OSFGC to:
Nita Wood , 5210 River Rd. N., Apt. 2013,
Keizer, OR. 97303
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Mahonia subscription fee for 4 issues of the printed version $6.00.
Send checks (payable to OSFGC) to:
Nita Wood, 5210 River Road N., Apt. 2013, Keizer, OR. 97303-4498
Send the names and a copy of the check to:
Darby Walker 128 North Shore Road, Lake Oswego, OR. 97034-3806
Phone 503-675-0173 darbjw@msn.com
All former State Presidents, Executive Board members, District Directors and Club Presidents
will receive a free e-mail edition of the Mahonia. Presidents are asked to forward the e-mailed
edition to everyone in their club.
For members without e-mail or who still like to receive the black and white printed issues,
the annual subscription covers current fiscal year July 1 - June 30.
Subscription rate is $6.00 when started in summer, $4.50 in fall, $3.00 in winter and $1.50 in spring.
Date on mailed “Mahonia” is subscription end date.
For mail delivery (please print):
Name of Garden Club___________________________________________District:___________________________________
New Order _____ Renewal_____
Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________ State __________ 9-digit zip-code___________________________
Phone ____________________________________________ e-mail_______________________________________________________
Spring issue deadline 4-1-2017
Submit articles to: mahonia.editor@gmail.com
Let us know what your District and Clubs are doing. Send pictures and celebrate some of your most
colorful members! Please let me know if you have suggestions for the Mahonia.
Thank you! Tanja Swanson, Mahonia Editor 2015-2017
Proof reader: Pamela Hargreaves
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