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Powering our Pollinators
Tips for making our gardens safer
for pollinators and beneficial insects
Submitted by Nicole Sanchez

The Oregon Grape, or Mahonia, is an important
early-season food source for native bees. The fragrant flowers provide much needed nectar when few
other food sources are available. Other members of
the same plant family, Berberidaceae, are also valuable as food sources for native bees. The barberries
are tough, cold tolerant, and also provide food for
birds. Some barberries also serve well as material
for floral arrangements.
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From the President’s Desk
Gaye Stewart, OSFGC President 2017-2019 503-510-4370

rosesremembered@aol.com

“Plant a Seed, Reap a Harvest”
Dear Gardening Friends,
What a joy this year, 2018, has been for our organization! Several new Clubs have
joined us, new Blue Star dedications were completed throughout Oregon and a delightful
Convention in June was hosted by Santiam District, which featured Hoichi Kuruso, a
world-renowned landscape architect of Japanese Gardens.
The September Fall Garden Fair at The Oregon Garden, hosted by OSFGC, showcased
an outstanding Flower and Horticulture Show, samples of Floriculture and Horticulture
from all regions of Oregon were displayed, work-area booths were carefully prepared,
multiple workshops were provided by Club members, and children enjoyed craft workshops.
In November, The Symposium for Flower Show Judges was held with over 60 people in
attendance and half of them were from neighboring states. Pam Braun and Gina Jogan,
our guest instructors, amazed us with their horticulture and design curriculum content,
knowledge and expertise.
As 2018 draws to a close, we celebrate our work as a community-minded organization
striving to protect the beauty of Oregon and its natural resources. We are making a positive difference!

Merry Christmas!
Gaye Stewart
President
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OSFGC’s “Member of Distinction”
Let's celebrate our wonderful members!
The selection criteria includes:
The District honoree shall have been a Garden Club member for a

minimum of 20 years.
The District will donate a minimum of $20 to the Claire Hanley Scholarship

Fund in the name of their “Member of Distinction.”
The name of the District and the name of the honoree are to be sent to the

State President by April 15, 2019.
A “Member of Distinction” certificate and a pin will be given to the

honoree.
Please involve your District Clubs in nominating eligible individuals.
Be sure to consider those dependable, “can-do-whatever is needed” people

to recognize as your District’s “Member of Distinction.”
In addition to having the name of your honoree sent to me, please include a couple of
sentences that will highlight reasons for your selection. At the Convention’s Tuesday night
celebration of these members, your brief sentences will be what you will share with the
audience.
If at all possible, your honoree should be invited and encouraged to attend the State
Convention to receive their recognition.
Please remember to send Nita Wood, OSFGC Treasurer, your $20 donation (or more) to
the Book of Friendship, and send me the honoree's name and a brief reason for their
selection.
Thank you for your participation in honoring one of your faithful District members.
Gaye Stewart
State President
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Family Tradition
Memories were made each Christmas when our grandchildren visited and came prepared
to entertain the adults with a special “Talent Show.” Violins were brought to play a tune,
group jokes were told, and sometimes the “funny” part was lost as they giggled their way
through them.
One Christmas our 5 year old grandson received a small guitar, so his talent act was a
very long solo about his dad and mom and how much they loved each other! It was a riot.
Try it with your own family and sit back and enjoy the fun while making “memories!”
Gaye

One year we read this wonderful story called “The Magic Tree” at our
Club Christmas meeting. Unbeknownst to each other, two children take
turns decorating a little tree in the forest. Each child brings different
dolls and wooden animals to the tree, which makes them think that the
tree is magic. One day they meet and become very upset with each
other because each thought that it was their special Christmas Tree. In
the end, the children and their families become friends and celebrate
Christmas together right there by the little tree.
I had to think about that story when we found this tiny tree all
decorated on one of our walks in Moore park here in Klamath Falls!
Tanja
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Executive Reports
Tanja Swanson

1st Vice-President

“Merry and Happy”…Is what I wrote on my Christmas cards this year! At the time that I
wrote this there wasn’t much to be so “Merry and Happy” about, after so many disasters.
Then I decided all this was a special reason to reach out to all my friends and family to
give everyone an extra hug and extra Love to tell them how important everyone is in our
lives.
So I hope all of you, my Garden Club Friends will have a “Merry” Christmas and a “Happy”
New Year!
I hope you are giving all that extra Love to all your members in your District and Clubs. It
is important that your members know that they are valued and so much appreciated! All in
their own way.
One fond memory I have from one of our Christmas Club meetings was when we went
around the room and everyone told us how they used to celebrate Christmas… At the time
we had three Italian born ladies in our Club and their stories were wonderful. They celebrated Three Kings Day (or the Feast of Epiphany) more than Christmas! How happy they would
be with just some sweets! Another Christmas meeting we all brought our favorite Christmas
decoration. It’s a good way to get to know your members better.
Our Club used to celebrate Christmas at Dixie Carson’s cozy and beautifully decorated
home. All matching Christmas plates and cups! She has an enormous collection of Hummel
figurines, even a Nativity Stable!
The last few years the Club has come to my house and I try to make it as cozy as it used to
be at Dixie’s.
Normally I have three Christmas trees; a classic one in the living room, a playful one in the
sun porch and a tiny one in the den. This year we are visiting the kids right after Christmas
so we probably will have not quite that many.
I hope you all are celebrating a very Merry Christmas surrounded by friends and family!
A great big Hug for all of you and wishing you
a very Happy New Year!
Tanja!
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Cheryl Drumheller

2nd Vice-President

I get in the Christmas mood the day after Thanksgiving when my family is
visiting from Sacramento, CA. I'm excited to put up the tree and decorate as I
love the bright colors, mementos from years' past, and the reason we celebrate
Christmas. The many festivities throughout December, to be with family and friends, is
important to me, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Also important to me is reaching out to home-bound or shut-in people throughout the year,
but especially during the holiday season. Some find the holidays depressing as they can’t be
with family. Make sure they aren’t left alone. Offer hospitality to one another by making a
phone call, sending a note of encouragement or making a personal visit.

Wishing my gardening friends a truly blessed Christmas.
Cheryl

Carolyn Elsten

Corresponding Secretary

Merry Christmas to all OSFGC Garden Club friends.
As is our tradition the Garden Club I belong to, Petal Pushers, devotes the November or December get together to making small flower arrangements to donate to Adventist Hospice for their patients. This year we had so much fun putting together the arrangements.
Although some of our members are designers, some of us are not and it is always fun to work
together with our ‘mentors’ and create something beautiful. The sharing it with hospice
makes it even sweeter. I delivered them the next day to the hospice office and they were so
delighted I even got a big hug!! This is why I love garden clubs. Reaching out to the
community is such a fulfilling part of our year. Merry Christmas to all of you.
Carolyn
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Jane Sercombe

Recording Secretary

Christmas Memories
Growing up in Northern Wisconsin, my winter memories include snow, and lots of it.
After school I would strap on skis and follow the trail in the woods to the skating rink.
We were all going to be great skating champs!
Dad and the boys spent winter weekends cutting wood for the furnace and Mom cooked on a huge
cast-iron cook stove. My four brothers kept the cows milked and the wood box full. Mother cooked her
entire life and she could make anything, reading recipes and making great treats, on that wood stove.
Lutefisk was a special dinner, and we had lefse with our meals during the holidays.
Those Norwegian cookies were scrumptious! Sandbakkles and krum kager were our
favorites, but julekage, rosettes and fattigmand were also tops. Later, when I was teaching far from
home, a student baked our class a Kranse Kaka complete with tiny Norse flags. All
memories are special, but Christmas memories are the best. Home is such a special place, blessed with
love and happiness that time cannot erase.
Jane Sercombe

December 2018

Lefse

Julekage

Fattigmand

Rosettes
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Treasurer

Nita wood

I have for many years celebrated Thanksgiving at my home with family and
done most of the cooking. This year I get a break and am going to my brother
and sister-in-law's RV park where dinner will be prepared by a special committee
— and I truly am looking forward to that.
Christmas will be at my home as I enjoy entertaining. Somewhere between 10-12 people.
We open gifts in the morning and dinner is usually around 2pm. I wish I could say that I help
out at our local Mission or Salvation Army, but never have but maybe will at some time. I feel
blessed to be able to celebrate this time of year in a country where freedom really rings.
Having my family around is an added blessing along with remembering the Real Reason for
the season, Jesus Christ. My enjoyment comes from seeing now my grandkids who are grown
and great grandkids enjoy the excitement of opening gifts and being with those who love
them.
Our Garden Club celebrates the 1st Thursday with a wonderful potluck dinner.
I wish all of my gardening friends a wonderful Christmas and am praying for those less
fortunate who have lost everything in the California fires. May God comfort them as we do
our best to help in any way we can.
Nita Wood
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Karen Brown

Parliamentarian

Some years ago, when our younger son was in late
grade school or so, shortly before Christmas, I had
stashed a big bag of M&M's in the cupboard for later
reference. Ken found them one day and said, "What
are these for?" I said, "I am waiting to open them until I lose a
few pounds."
He said, "Well then, someday some archeologist will find them
and think they are prayer beads!"
Unfortunately, he was right, but we fill a fancy jar with M&M's
every Christmas anyway, and think about those pounds some
other time. It has become a family tradition, along with a tall
tree covered with the ornaments we've collected since their
infancy, and all of the fruit and vegetable ornaments they keep
giving us. The three granddaughters try to be the first to spot
all fifteen or twenty of them as soon as they arrive.
My wish to all of our members is that with every taste of
chocolate, your holiday wishes come true.
With love from Karen
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Peanut Butter Pie
by Gaye Stewart
1 Cup of sugar
1 8 oz. package of Philadelphia Cream Cheese
1 Cup of peanut butter (I prefer Jif)
Mix all together in a bowl with an electric mixer until creamy. Measure out 1 cup of
whipping cream and whip stiffly, add 1 T. vanilla, and fold this into the above mixture and
pile into a cooled graham cracker pie crust, then refrigerate.
It is best is the pie is refrigerated overnight to allow the flavors to “mellow.” Serve small
pieces as it is rich, but very delicious. This has become a tradition for all our family holiday
gatherings.

Baked Graham Cracker Crust
Graham cracker crumbs, finely rolled, are available in packages. Or you can make the
crumbs by blending the crackers in an electric blender. If you crush and roll the crackers,
place them in a plastic bag or between sheets of waxed paper before using the rolling pin.
1 1/3 Cup graham cracker crumbs
1/4 Cup sugar
1/3 Cup soft butter or margarine (melted and cooled)
1/4 tsp. nutmeg or cinnamon (optional)
In a medium bowl combine graham cracker crumbs, sugar, butter and nutmeg; blend with a
fork until crumbly. Press crumbs evenly on bottom and sides of a 9” pie pan, making a small
rim.
Bake in moderate oven (375 degrees F.) 8 minutes or until edges are lightly browned. Cool
on wire rack and fill as pie recipe directs.
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“Kerstbrood”
Christmas Bread

Basic Sweet dough:
1 cup scalded milk
¼ cup butter
½ cup sugar
1 teaspoon salt
¼ cup warm water
2 packages active dry yeast
2 eggs lightly beaten
5 cups sifted flower

Bread:
1 cup raisins
1 cup almonds
¾ cup minced candied fruit
1 table spoon grated lemon
rind
3 tablespoons melted butter

Almond paste:
I cup finely ground almonds
2/3 cup sugar
1 egg lightly beaten
Grated rind of ½ a lemon
White icing:
1 cup confectioners’ sugar
2 tablespoons cold milk
¼ teaspoon almond extract

Mix milk , butter, sugar and salt in a saucepan and heat. Not boil! Cool to lukewarm.
Pour warm water into a warm large bowl, sprinkle in yeast, stir to dissolve. Add cooled
milk mixture, raisins, almonds, candied fruit, lemon rind, eggs and 3 cups of flour and
beat well.
Add remaining flour and knead till elastic. Shape into a ball, turn in a greased, warm
bowl, to grease all over. Cover with clean cloth
Let rise in draft free warm spot till doubled in size. (about one hour)
Divide in two. Form ovals, fill with almond paste, fold
double and shape into crescents. Transfer to greased baking sheets, brush with melted
butter. Cover loaves. Let stand in draft free place for another ¾ hour or till doubled in
size.
Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
Bake25- 30 minutes.
Lift to wire racks set over wax paper and drizzle with white icing. Decorate with almond
slices and candied cherries.

Merry Christmas

I make this every Christmas Eve and we eat it Christmas morning with butter while we
unwrap our presents.
Tanja
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Committee Reports
Sally Thompson

Container Gardening

Speedy Holiday Decorations
1

Buy a basil plant at the grocers. Cut 2 to 3 in. stems off and plant them in small

paper cups, with a 50/50 mixture of water and potting soil. After roots begin to grow,
continue adding small amounts of potting soil to the cups. Punch a hole in the cups
bottom for drainage. Set the cups into decorative containers at each place setting for the
holiday table.
2

Many herb plants have strong branches that can easily hold small or miniature

lights and small sized decor. Rosemary ‘Arp’ has study branches and can be set out in the
garden after the holidays have long passed.
3

Low green plastic containers, containing moist oasis, may be spread down the

length of a long dining table or buffet. Add a collection of pine boughs and cones covering the containers. Adjust arrangement so that bough stems will be inserted into the
oasis. May also add some small battery powered colored lights.
4

Gift each guest with a starter kit to take home. Chia pets are always popular, even

with “brown thumbs”. Include an invitation to attend your next Garden Club meeting!
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Eagle Point Cemetery all dressed up for Christmas

Eagle Point National Cemetery is located 14 miles northeast of
Medford, 2763 Riley Road in Eagle Point, Oregon, Jackson County.
The cemetery opened in 1952 as an adjunct to the Veterans
Administration Domiciliary (VA) at White City about four miles away.
The VA operated the cemetery until 1973 when it was transferred to the
new National Cemetery System and renamed White City National
Cemetery. On March 19, 1985, the name was changed again to Eagle
Point National Cemetery to convey a more accurate sense of its location.
The OSFGC officially adopted the Eagle Point National Cemetery in
1990 as one of their projects. An estimated 17,000 burials have been
placed there since 1952.

National Wreaths Across America Day
December 15, 2018
Each December on National Wreaths Accross America Day, their mission to
Remember, Honor and Teach is carried out by coordinating wreath-laying
ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at more than 1,400
additional locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad.
Shirley Schmidt

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
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Photo Contest

Karen Ramsey

Wonderful Christmas Gift
The calendars are here ! Just in time for Christmas!
All the winning pictures from this summer’s photo contest are on the calendar
and you can buy the note cards.
Order form and instructions on the next page.
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Karen Ramsey

Photo Contest

OSFGC 2019 Calendars and Note Cards Order Form
2019 Calendar
Mailing

$15.00
1st Class

2.50 = $17.50

Note Cards (package of 6)
Mailing

$15.00

1st Class

1.75 = $16.75

Note Cards and Calendar
Mailing

$30.00

1st Class

3.00 = $33.00

The postage quoted is for mailing within Oregon only. Mailing to another state will have
an additional mailing fee.
Karen Ramsey will prepare the orders and mail them directly to you.
Checks are payable to OSFGC.
Name

Address

City

State

Zip Code

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Color Cards___ Black&White Cards _________
#Calendars

#Note Card Sets

Total Plus Postage $_________

Send Order Form along with check or money order payable to OSFGC to:
Karen Ramsey
P. O. Box 159
Merlin, OR 97532
Questions? Call (541)479-5513
e-mail: sierrakr@aol.com
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Lynn Chiotti

Wildflowers/Legislation
Can you name the Oregon State Wildflower?
A-Foxglove
B-Black-eyed Susan
C-Perennial lupine
D-Trillium
E-Lance-leaved coreopsis
F-None of the above

Most Oregonians would answer D. But the real response should be F. None of the above. Oregon
does not have a specified Wildflower.
We do have a State Flower – The Oregon Grape- Mahonia aquifolium.
Three years ago, the Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. joined with the Oregon Roadside
Council and The Oregon Department of Transportation to create “A Tapestry of Color” by planting
wildflowers along public highways and other visible locations in areas where there were Federated
Garden Clubs. We started with a locally sourced mix from Silver Falls Seed Company in Silverton with
the purchase of $500 of Wildflower Mix of seed from Oregon-grown locations. Germination was slow
that year, but eventually patches of color sprouted in parks, along State highways, and even along I-5 in
Salem. Our second year, we planted seed from Pro-Time seed in Portland, also an Oregon grown mix.
This mix was our first attempt with perennial wildflowers and we selected varieties that would grow in
the Eastern Oregon climes as well as Western Oregon. Year three was once again the perennial mix.
But as most of us realize, the past years have also been years of drought.
2016, 2017, and now 2018 did not do well. Discouraged by lack of color the first years of the
drought, many groups were not able to plant for 2018. Some of the previous perennials like lupine did
reappear this past spring. But then we had five months of no rain.
In doing our research, we discovered that only eight states have a named Wildflower to represent
them. Oregon is not one of them. The OSFGC approached the Oregon Transportation Commission and
appeared before them with a proposal to create an Oregon Wildflower, the trillium. We began seeking
the names of various plant societies, and other interested groups to get their support in developing the
proposal. The Transportation Commission, with representatives from across Oregon, gave their
endorsement of the concept and our work began. We started selling the idea, and were told by State
legislators that we needed to show support from the general public and other organizations.
At the Fall Garden Fair, recently held at the Oregon Garden, it came to our attention that the Hardy
Plant Society, OAN, and the Oregon Garden were starting a collection of trilliums for the Oregon
Garden. As one of the original supporters of the Garden when it began, we realized there could be a
natural partnership among all four groups that could accomplish not only the establishment of the
Trillium Collection, but it could result in the naming of the trillium as the Oregon State Wildflower.
Signatures of support were collected at the Garden Fair and the idea was enthusiastically received
with several pages of signatures. We will continue to collect signatures and develop the legislative
concept over the next year for submission by September, 2019 for consideration in the 2020 Short
Session. It will all depend on YOU, our members. District Directors have been sent information and a
copy of the form for gathering signatures. Please check with your District Director if you have not
gotten this.
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Colleen Foster, Chair

Smokey Bear, Woodsy Owl Poster Contest

Smokey Bear will be turning 75 years old.
What a great time to celebrate Smokey Bear and educate our children.
Please take the time and visit the NGC website,
http://www.gardenclub.org/youth/smokey-bear-poster-contest.aspx
Reminder: Please remember to reach out to youth organizations, home-schooled,
private, and public schools.
Here are a couple of websites that can pique the interest of parents and teachers.
Keep Oregon Green
https://keeporegongreen.org/kids-corner/
Pacific Northwest Region National Forest Service
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r6/learning/parents-teacher
Both websites provide educational activity sheets, coloring pages and curriculum for
teachers and parents.
Enjoy your time with the children and their creativity.
Here are some more websites for Kids
Junior Master Gardeners Website
http://jmgkids.us/
Kids Garden news
https://kidsgardening.org/garden
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Stunt Narcissus Bulbs
with a Shot of Booze
When bulbs are grown in a diluted solution of alcohol and water, the plants reach a
height of 1/3 to 1/2 their normal height.
Pot your paper whites in stones and water, as you normally would. Once the roots begin
growing and the green shoot on top reaches about 1-2 inches, pour off the existing water.
Replace the water with a solution of water and gin or vodka. I use 1 part alcohol to 7 parts
water. Each time you add water to the bulbs use your solution of water and alcohol. It
really does work and they aren’t so tall that they topple over.
Bruna McBride
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District and Club Reports
Carolyn Olley, Director

Clackamas District

Since 1999, Sunny Hills Garden Club has been helping decorate the historic Stevens-Crawford House in
Oregon City for the Holidays. It has become a "tradition" with members of the Club. This year we had five
members participate in the decorating.
We are looking forward to celebrating our 20th year of helping...next year!

(from left to right) Sharon P.,
Yvonne D., Judie O., Jane P., and
Carolyn O.

Wilsonville Garden Club
Because the City of Wilsonville will confiscate any temporary signs placed within their
boundaries, the Wilsonville Garden Club had to come up with a better idea to advertise
their events. In addition to handing out flyers, they decided to have sidewalk signs made to
promote their fund raisers and rose care activities. One sign was made for each event.
Only one white plastic frame was needed.
City code allows these signs to be placed within the lobby of the event. They may be
placed outside the entrance to the building on the day of the event. These signs can be
easily moved around and stored. Specific dates and locations were not shown on the signs.
There is a place at the top of the plastic frame for more information to be added.
Karen Varty
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Lavon Ostrick, Jaye Weiss, Co-directors

Klamath District

December 2018
As seasons change and Klamath Falls is blanketed with newly fallen snow, members of
the Klamath District Garden Clubs (KDGCs) turn their energy from Third Thursdays,
flower shows and gardening activities to enjoying the months of
November and December.
Northside Garden Club celebrated its 65th anniversary in November.
President Wanda Baker conducted the meeting and Jaye Weiss read
the Club history. A celebration cake was enjoyed at the meeting.
During the December meeting, Northside Garden Club will have
social time and donate gifts of stationery and other personal items to
charity. For 2018, Northside Garden Club selected Rogue River House to receive
donations for its residents.
At this time, Klamath District Garden Club members are busy filling coffee cups with
Christmas floral designs which will be taken to homebound patrons of the Klamath
County Library when the library makes its deliveries to the patrons. This has been an
ongoing project between the library and Klamath District Garden Clubs for many years.

The Klamath District Garden Clubs wish each member of OSFGC a
happy holiday season, Merry Christmas and Happy 2019.
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Wanda Baker, President

Northside Garden Club

Dear Friends in our Garden Clubs all over Oregon,
When asked to write about our Christmas Traditions I was thinking we really didn’t have any.
Then I was reminded of the things that take place in this busy time of year.
We help kick off the Christmas
season by going to the forest with our
permits and maps to scout out the best
fir and pine boughs the members can
find. These boughs are used for 3 or
more uses. First we make up many
wreaths to donate to some of the organizations in the community and sell the
rest at our Christmas Bazaar, which was
started years ago at the Klamath County
Fairgrounds by our Club. The bazaar
became too large for us to manage so
we now have a booth at the Senior Center every year since the start.
The next use of the boughs goes
into helping the Klamath District prepare Christmas cups for outreach
Our booth at the Bazaar
patrons of the Klamath County Library.
at the Senior Center

Wanda Baker, Vickie Liskey,
Jaye Weiss and Bernie Wood

We use coffee mugs with greenery and add flowers that
florists donate, for these festive mugs to help bring a
little cheer to their Christmas season. With the last of
the boughs we decorate the city flower pots on the
sidewalks to help with the Christmas parade and help
add to the Season in our city. (This year the pots were
too frozen to decorate.)
In our Club meeting we enjoy social time with reflections on Christmas past and future by a reading, story,
gift exchange and donations to a charity of our choice.
We may even throw in a game or two, just to keep things
lively! Many of our members give Christmas cards to
each other and their families. Not to mention all the
wonderful goodies members bring to enjoy with our
salads!
I’m sure most of your Clubs do something very similar to
the things I’ve mentioned - if not maybe you would like
to try some of them. So in closing I want to wish all of
our OSFG Clubs a Wonderful Love-filled Christmas and a
Healthy Happy New Year from Northside Garden Club to
All of You!

Merry Christmas!
Wanda
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Favorite Tradition
By Bernie Wood

My most favorite Christmas tradition started in 1971 when Bill and I were in Germany.
Bill was stationed there with the army and I was teaching 1st grade on a local army base.
We took the train to Nuremberg to visit the annual Christmas Christ Child’s Market. The
huge center plaza of Nuremberg was festooned for the Christmas season, and vendor
booths selling handmade Christmas ornaments were everywhere. We were able to hand
pick all the ornaments we wanted and also bought Christmas tree candle holders. Thus
the tradition of putting lit candles on our tree became our Christmas tradition. We do
put electric lights on our tree too and we only light the candles 3-4 times the whole
Christmas season. We have throughout the years, bought other German hand made
ornaments at the Christmas Store in Lincoln City.

My daughter
Audrey tending the
lit candles.
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Diana Caryl, Director

Mt. Hood District

My husband and I will be kicking off the holiday season next Saturday by attending
The Trailband Christmas Concert (they have an Alpen horn and a hammer-dulcimer that
I just love!) which comes to the middle school auditorium as a fundraiser for the
education foundation.... we have shared this tradition for several years now, and it
certainly gets us in the mood for the upcoming season. It’s a lovely way to share a
special event in our community.
Our Garden Club, Hood River Valley Evening, will be having a potluck with our
husbands at the home of our President. In lieu of a gift exchange (none of us really need
more stuff) we are doing monetary donations to the local food bank.

Have a Great Holiday!
Diana
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Norma Curtis, President

Odell Garden Club

Swags

Odell Garden Club makes 27 swags for Odell businesses, shut-ins and then we make
more for ourselves and family and friends. Lee Curtis took Judy Wols, Jackie Shaw, Mary
Graves and I up in the woods where we cut a pickup full of boughs for our swags, etc.
Everyone that can, also brings evergreens and cones. We were pleased with some guests
that came to help and observe and have lunch with us.
We gather at my house for our Christmas luncheon where we exchange gifts and
enjoy each other in a relaxed situation. The only business that we discuss is the tea
party theme for February - unveiled by The Tea party committee (Margaret Taylor, Joann
Gage and Diana Carroll.)

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our gardening friends.

Diana Caroll
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Enjoying a special lunch
at Norma’s home

Parkdale Garden Club

Parkdale Garden Club had its community swag-making
gathering Thursday, Nov 29th. Members and guests
made 19 swags for the community before making their
own.

Beautiful Swags!
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Peggy Trees, Director

Pioneer District

When I was a young girl living with my parents, my grandparents and aunts and
uncles lived within walking distance. We spent the holidays visiting all my relatives.
One tradition was walking to everyone's house to view their Christmas Tree. My Aunt
Eleanor and Uncle Art always had a flocked tree and over the years they had every color
imaginable. Uncle Forrest and Aunt Georgia always selected a noble fir. Uncle Bill and
Aunt Lorcy had a full tree with lots of hand made ornaments, popcorn, cranberries,
paper chains, etc. Uncle John and Aunt Celia had a full tree, no lights, with “tons” of
tinsel. Aunt Doris and Uncle Eb had a full tree with lots of ornaments. Cousins Donna
and Dick had the most sad and forgotten tree in the forest. Donna wanted the one no
one else would pick. Then, she would put an artistic flair on it. Grandma and Grandpa
had a little tree that sat on top of a table.
Now to ours. My parents had “eyes bigger than their house.” Each year we would
tramp through the snow on Mt Hood forest and my parents would pick our tree. We
kids knew it would never fit. When it came home Dad was cutting on the trunk, both
ends. We stayed away because there were a lot of words being said that little ears were
not to hear. We never had a tree topper because in our house we had a middle of a tree.
It had to be anchored to two walls and the ceiling. Our 20-pound cat could sleep on the
branches without it moving. It was the standing joke when family came a-visiting.
Of course, I had a lot of happy memories around our tree over the years. My favorite
tree though of all my family's trees was Uncle John's and Aunt Celia's, the tree with the
“tons” of tinsel. When the air moved, the tinsel would move. It was brighter than if it
had lights. It sparkled! And to this day I can still remember the sight of it. It took my
breath away.
Hope all of you have Happy Memories of the past. We have all lost many in our
families but we can savor the memories.
If you need a break from the festivities, you might want to consider a garden movie or
two. One that I recommend is “Dare To Be Wild” on Netflix. It is based on the true story
of Mary Reynolds who won a Gold Medal at the Chelsea Garden Show in London. Her
book “The Garden Awakening: Designs to Nurture Our Land & Ourselves” is on my
Christmas list. “A Little Chaos” is a 17th Century period piece on The Garden of
Versailles.

I wish you all Happy Holidays!
Peggy Trees
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Kim Saville, President

Five Oaks Garden Club

“Enchanted Terrariums!”
The Five Oaks Garden Club celebrates with a pot luck Christmas lunch/party every
year. We do a “Make It or Bake It” gift exchange in the form of “steal the present
theme.” Our service projects this December include a donation of both winter clothing and
money to help NW Children's Outreach.
We are supplying a craft project for Farmington View Elementary school in Hillsboro in
conjunction with their library fundraiser. The topic is Enchanted Forest and the kid’s will
be making their own “Enchanted Terrariums!”
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Beaverton Garden Club

Christmas Bouquet
Each year at the December meeting, Beaverton Garden Club makes Christmas
bouquets in Christmas mugs to take to one of the Retirement Homes in the area. This
year 62 arrangements are going to Hearthstone Retirement Center. Members bring
greens and mugs and the committee adds the oasis, small flowers and small bows to
enhance each arrangement. President Pat Johnson and her husband Dave, deliver them
to the center. As time permits, members are then able to make an arrangement to take
home.

Rogue District———Coos Bay Garden Club

The Coos Bay Garden Club met in December. The festivities included partaking of a
delicious potluck lunch, exchanging beautiful plants, and enjoying the North Bend High
School Choir of 60 students sing a variety of Christmas songs.
The picture above is of Garden Club members, to include the youngest and oldest.
Front row - Nelda Leifer, Kevin's grandmother, Kevin, 4 yrs old and Mary Nuss
Back row - Dorothy Breitmeyer, 96 yrs. old, (black & gray sweater), Soni O'Riordan, Mary
Kerr, Janet Henry, and Joan Johnson.
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Merry
Christmas
from
Santiam
District

Lebanon Garden Club is looking forward to their annual Christmas Potluck luncheon. Members bring
a $5 wrapped gift to exchange and knick-knacks for prizes for the White Elephant Bingo that everyone
looks forward to.

Merry Christmas
from Lebanon Garden Club

This Poinsettia belongs to one of the Lebanon Garden Club
members, Ailene Eby. She got it last year and has kept it in
the bay window of her living room all year. The bracts fell off
but the leaves remained a healthy bright green all year.
Slowly the bracts began to appear and now the plant has over
a dozen of them.
This is another plant Ailene has in
her bay window. It’s an amaryllis and
it has beautiful double to triple blooms.
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Lou Nally, Director

Siskiyou District

Many of our Clubs have yearly projects that they do at this time to raise money, some
make wreaths, and center pieces out of fresh greens. Others make Christmas decor to
sell at bazaars that they hold. One Club in our District has been having a Christmas
Home Tour, but not this year. We also have classes in some Clubs on how to make many
of the holiday decor items that we see in the stores and on Pinterest.
Most clubs have a holiday potluck and gift exchange. Sometimes they go out to eat.

Ashland Garden Club
Holiday Party
Photo’s from Facebook page

I know that many members have many other activities
that they are busy with at this time of the year, and are always in a rush. We always have
to hope that the weather won’t hold us back and keep the customers from coming.
One thing I have been pushing is supporting Penny Pines. One acre is not much if the
fire is 5000 acres or more and that’s not really even close to the size of the fires that the
west has seen this year.
After our smoky summer we did have a beautiful fall, here in southern Oregon. The
trees and bushes seemed to have had more color this season and I hope many were able
to get out to see and enjoy it and take pictures to share in our photo contest.

Have a Merry Christmas
and a great New Year to come!
Lou
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Eugene Garden Club

Absolutely Amazing and Beautiful Wreaths!
Eugene Garden Club is famous for making many many wreaths, swags, yule logs, door
blessings, little tiny trees and table designs. After collecting all kinds of plant material,
they work on their products together in their Club House for about a week and then they
sell them all to be able to afford their own Club House as well as scholarships and civic
projects.
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Eugene Garden Club

Absolutely Amazing and Beautiful Wreaths!
And everyday a different
person makes soup and they
eat together. On Sale day they
have "Dump Soup" where
everybody brings something to
add to the pot!

What a wonderful way to bond!
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2019 OSFGC Spring Board Meeting

Hosted by Portland District
March 3rd and 4th
Clackamas, Oregon
Theme: “Spring is Just Around the Corner!”
(Wear your personally designed hat to welcome Spring)
Lodging Information

Hampton Inn Clackamas
9040 SE Adams, Clackamas, OR. 97015
Reservations may be made at 800-774-1500
Ask for the OSFGC Rate – Reserve by February 1, 2019
$99 plus tax & fees for two Queen Beds
Sunday’s Schedule – March 3rd
11:00 a.m. – Executive Planning Meeting
3:00 p.m. – Building Your Own Terrarium – Presented by Geri Grieve, Villa Garden Club
(Bring a glass container and any objects you’d like to include. A fee of $8 will cover basic
supplies for this on-site workshop. You’ll take home a completed terrarium.)
4:00 p.m. – Check into Hotel

(Bee careful to check the next page as well.)
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Sunday’s Schedule (continued)
6:00 p.m. – Sunday Dinner will be a Buffet of two entrees with sides and provided at the
Clackamas Catering Center across the parking lot from the hotel.
We will also have a Special Guest Speaker for your enjoyment. Cost is $20.
Monday’s Schedule – March 4th
7:00 a.m. - Breakfast on your own in room or the restaurant
8:00 a.m. - District Directors’ Meeting, including Assistant
Directors and in-coming Directors (all are welcome)
9:00 a.m. - State Board Meeting
Noon – Luncheon Buffet
12:45 p.m. - Resume Board Meeting

Registration Form for the Board of Directors Meeting & Luncheon
Monday, March 4, 2019
All Board Members and Guests MUST make a reservation.
Please make your check payable to OSFGC, Inc. and mail it with this form to:
Carolyn Elsten, Corresponding Secretary, 150 NE Greenway Drive, Gresham, OR 97030-1761.
Registration deadline: Postmarked by February 18th to avoid a $10 late fee. As noted above, the Hotel will
only hold our block of rooms until February 1st.
Board Members giving a report – Please email a copy to President Gaye and to The Mahonia Editor (Tanja
Swanson) and bring a paper copy for the Secretary’s records. If you wish your report to be read by the
Corresponding Secretary, please be sure to email your report to her at lyatlz10@comcast.net.
Your Name_____________________________________ BOD Position_____________________
Will you be giving a report? Yes__ No __ Report Topic _________________________________
Club __________________________________________ District _________________________
X Registration fee is required of all attendees and includes Monday’s Luncheon Buffet.
__ I’m planning to attend the 3:00 p.m. Sunday Terrarium Workshop.
__ I’m planning to attend the Sunday Evening Buffet Dinner.
__ I’m planning to attend the 8:00 a.m. Monday District Directors’ Meeting (open to all)
Total Amount Enclosed
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$25
$8
$20
n/c

$_________

Call the
Running Y Ranch Resort
at
541-850-5500
Ask for the Oregon State
Federation of Garden
Clubs rate.

Visit Klamath in 2019-

Midwinter days in Klamath Falls are being devoted
to planning for an exciting 2019 OSFGC State
Convention, to be hosted June 10-13 by Klamath
District Garden Clubs.
Field trips to local gardens and nature areas will give convention goers a chance to
experience gardening on the dry side of Oregon. Klamath District member Barbara
Headden will welcome visitors to her home near Klamath Falls for a tour of her private
arboretum, featuring dozens of tree and shrub species. Barbara is a member of the
Klamath Tree League, which promotes awareness and appreciation of the urban forest in
the city of Klamath Falls.
A trip to the Klamath County Museum will give visitors a chance to see more than 100
species of wildflowers, grasses, shrubs and trees native to the Klamath Basin.
Museum Manager Todd Kepple, a member of the Evening Primrose Garden Club, will
lead a tour of the garden, focusing on species such as sticky purple geranium, pearly
everlasting, checkermallow and purple-eyed grass.
For those who like to rise early in the day, a nature walk will be offered on the Skillet
Handle trail at the Running Y Ranch Resort, where the convention will be held. The trail
features a unique ecosystem of Oregon white oak, ponderosa pine and western juniper,
with striking views of Upper Klamath Lake.
Watch for more convention details coming in the next issue of the Mahonia, and we look
forward to seeing you in Klamath Falls!

See you in June at the
Running Y!
Todd Kepple, Publicity Chair
for the 2019 Convention.

Rock penstemon
(Penstemon rupicola)

Rockcress, (Arabis sp.).
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Pacific Region News

Peggy Olin, Director

“Spreading your Butterfly Wings to Fly;
Sharing your Knowledge of Gardening”
The following article is from the Waconiah (The Pacific Region Newsletter)

There’s a Special Place Just for YOU - Join Me!
By Robin Pokorski, Incoming Pacific Region Director

Yay for summer!
The time when Garden Club is dark, there are no yearbooks to compile, no programs to
secure, no tours to find, no chairmanships to fill – oh wait, yes there are!
To me, summer means that I can do my Garden Club work without putting on makeup!
That’s the big difference between summer and the Garden Club year in my view. So what
was I doing this summer? I was setting my 2019 – 2021 Pacific Region Board – looking
for those members that want to push the Pacific Region to its fullest potential – members
that want to bring value to the Pacific Region for our members at the Club level –
members that want to join the Pacific Region board to make that connection between
Clubs, Districts, States, and the National level.
Are you interested in serving on the Pacific Region Board but just haven’t been invited?
Well, I’m asking – come join me on the Board – Garden Club is more fun when you’re
involved (and yes, I mean, up to your eyeballs in Garden Club!)
Let me know of your interest by the end of the year and we’ll find just the right job for
YOU!
Robin Pokorski, 818-361-7873 CGCIRobin@gmail.com
Robin is probably the most enthusiastic person in all of Garden Club.
She will be the next Pacific Region Director and it will be so much fun, inspiring and educational
to serve with her on her Board.
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National Garden Club News

Christmas Shopping at the National Garden Club Website
http://www.shopgardenclub.org/shop

SINGLE COPY- 2019 Vision of Beauty CalendarLIMITED QUANTITY, PLEASE CALL TO ORDER
Item #: 2019

Plant America Button- Single
Item #: 5491
Price/ea: $2.00
Single Plant America button. 2x2 inches.

The Saved Seed K-4 Children's Book
Item #: 1345
Price/ea: $10.00
The Saved Seed is the second early reader book written to educate elementary children about the life cycle of seed plants. A North American
based fall staple for thousands of years, the pumpkin is treasured in
our society for being not only a food source, but a Halloween favorite!
There are dozens of varieties ranging from tiny ornamental varieties,
to those weighing in at over 100 pounds each! The Saved Seed follows
the journey of a smiling pumpkin seed from Halloween pumpkin
through the year becoming a seedling, a vine and then a new pumpkin! Along the way, children learn through beautiful illustrations how
to care for their own pumpkin seeds and become successful pumpkin
gardeners!
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Just in Time for Christmas

Submitted by Carolyn Olley

Get the exclusive AHS special pricing on FlexDIAL® and
other discounts from Corona Tools through 12/16
Are you using the right size pruner for your hand?
When it comes to hand tools like pruners, one size definitely doesn’t fit all. A common
mistake gardeners make when buying pruners is to look at the cutting capacity the
tool is rated for and opt for the largest size. Someone who has smaller hands, however,
will find cutting with a larger-size hand pruner to be uncomfortable and tiring, if not
painful.
So how do you know what size is right for your hands? Corona Tools has developed
this “handy” guide to help you select the tool best suited to the size of your hand. Just
measure the width and height of your hand and match those measurements to the
proper cutting capacity indicated in the illustration below.

Corona also helps take the guess work out of getting the right size pruner with
its FlexDIAL® adjustable bypass pruner. This features an anodized aluminum dial,
to control how wide the handles open, ranging from 1 for smaller hands, to 8 for larger
hands. If you are doing some deadheading, set the dial to 1 and it becomes a
comfortable snip when you’re making hundreds of cuts. Set it to 8 when you come to a
larger limb, up to 3/4 inches in diameter, and the tool opens wider to make the cut.
Then set the dial to your normal setting, and you’ll have the right amount of force on
your hands to take care of your day-to-day trimming in the garden.
Check out Corona’s FlexDIAL® Video to see it action
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Calendar of Events
2019
OSFGC Spring Board Meeting: March 3-4, 2019 Hampton Inn, Portland/
Clackamas, hosted by Portland District - 503-655-7900
Pacific Region Convention: April 6-10, Van Nuys, CA.
NGC Convention: April 30–May 5, Biloxi, MS.
OSFGC 92nd Annual Convention: June 9-12, Klamath District
NGC Fall Board Meeting: September 18-20, St. Louis, MO.
OSFGC Fall Board Meeting: October 2019 Blue Mountain District

Mahonia

Tanja Swanson, Editor

tanjandy@gmail.com

I hope you enjoyed this special Holiday Issue of the Mahonia.
It is so amazing to see what all our Garden Club Members are doing to help their
community all over the State. It was so much fun to read about your memories and
traditions. Some sound like the “Little House on the Prairie” books, others are very
sweet...
Perhaps you are starting new traditions this year…
I know that I will get my 20 boxes of Christmas decorations out and turn my house
into a warm and cozy Christmas home.
After Christmas I will go to Southern California. I hope to see Robin Pokorski there and
she already told me that I will get to see her 32!! Christmas trees. I hope she’ll let me
take pictures for next year…
Thank you all who send in pictures and articles! I couldn’t do it without you!
Love and Merry Christmas from Tanja!
Next deadline is February 1st!
Assistant Editor: Jaye Weiss
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