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Thank you all so much for allowing me to be your president. And thank you to
Northside Garden Club and Klamath District for making Gaye’s farewell (she’s not
going anywhere and will be just around the corner to inspire and advise us all)
and my installation night so festive. Wow, you all outdid yourselves with poems
and music and a giant picture! And it sure was nice to get ALL those hugs!!
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I’m ready to handle this job knowing that all the past presidents and all of you
are right there to help out and advise me and my new executive committee.
Let me introduce them:

State News

18

• First Vice President, Cheryl Drumheller: She is always on top of things, always
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wants to know how it exactly should go and she is funny too!
• Second Vice President, Carolyn Olley: Our former Youth Chair among other

jobs. Always willing to help and a good communicator! She will learn all the
different tasks that belong to her position quickly and she is a fine addition to
our Executive Committee.
• Recording Secretary, Donna Rose: Donna joined my club (Northside) about

two years ago and has been such a fantastic helper!
• Treasurer, Margaret Taylor: Loves numbers and charts and keeping track of

everything. Aren’t we lucky!
Karen Varty, Assistant Editor
kvarty@comcast.net

• Corresponding Secretary, Darby Walker: Darby has been helping me out for

quite some time already.

Deadline for Next Issue:
September 30, 2019

• Parliamentarian, Mike Stewart: This man is the reason our first meeting went

well (the first ever male on the OSFGC board!). He coached me beforehand on
the little details!
Thank you all for taking on these tasks. I am sure together we will make it a productive term!
Continued on next page
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From the President’s Desk (continued)

My theme: “Kids, Community, and Creativity”
Kids of all ages, experiencing, exploring, and dreaming in nature are known to be smarter, healthier and more interested in the sciences. It is important to get kids away from their iPads, smart phones and other screens. There are
more advantages of kids being exposed to nature. I hope we will explore all these in the next two years. It is also important for garden clubs to involve kids. Where else is the next generation of Garden Clubbers going to come from?
I am a firm believer in being involved in your community. It is good to know people in your neighborhood and what is
going on in your town. It is good to work together with libraries, museums, Master Gardeners and other organizations. The more you are out there with your garden club, the more your community is aware of you and the more
your community will involve your garden club. Everyone wins and you know what? You will feel better working together and beautifying your town or organizing events! I know a lot of clubs already are very much involved in their
communities. We need to be out there to continuously attract new members!

Creativity. Of course, Garden Clubbers are very creative. Look at all the beautiful designs that the Judges Councils
provided during the Convention. Look at your beautiful gardens. But also, be creative in attracting new members, in
the programs you chose, and in the way you hold your meetings!

Special Project, “Nature Playgrounds:” Andy and I went to Holland last year especially to explore
the nature playgrounds over there. They have hundreds of them. All different! If you would like to show that to your
clubs or district, I can send it to you or I can bring it to your meetings when I come and visit. Nature Playgrounds are
places, large and small where kids can play, build, dream, discover and explore. Where they can get dirty and wet. In
short: where they can play like in the old days.
I am asking each club to explore their neighborhoods to see if they can find anything like it. Then report what you like
about them. If you can only find traditional ones, report about them also. Contact your schools and your city parks
director if you need to find out where the playgrounds are. Then in the second year, I would love it if you go back to
your schools and park departments and lobby for nature playgrounds. By then we will have lists of all the advantages
of these places. It is not something we can do by ourselves, but we can work creatively with our community to establish Nature playgrounds. “Plant Oregon with Nature Playgrounds!”
I do not have a chairman for Nature Playgrounds, but I am asking each district to establish a chair position for my special project. If you have very large clubs in your district, perhaps they can have their own chairman. Please Contact
me with any concerns, ideas and opinions. It will be good to hear from you!

Convention News

Norma Curtis wins National Member of Honor Award
Norma Curtis took National, Regional and State Member of Honor awards at the recent OSFGC Convention. The awards
were presented by National President Gay Austin, Pacific Region Director Robin Porkorski and State President Gaye
Stewart.
Norma has been a member of Odell Garden Club since 1998 and President of Odell Garden Club since 2003. She was
Mt Hood District Director from 2009-2015. She has been the chairman of the Ellen Ambuhl Conservation Award committee from 2014 to 2019. She also heads the Hood River County Fair in July and the Harvest Fest flower show. In addition she heads the Swag Making workshop for Odell businesses, their families and club members.
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In Memoriam
Linda Gail Nelson-Bentson
12/1938-7/2019
Linda Gail Nelson 80, of Keizer, Oregon passed away peacefully, surrounded
by her loving family on Thursday morning, July 4, 2019. After an extensive
battle, she died of complications from congestive heart failure.
She was a woman of strong faith and character who always put the needs
of others before her own, and shared kindness and sage advice freely. She
spoke easily with others and made new friends everywhere she went. Linda
was also known as “Big Red” due to her signature red hair, her fiery spirit,
and her passion for things of importance to her.
Born in Texas to Braxton and Allyne Dent, she was the eldest and only daughter of 5 children. Later the family
moved to Oregon, however, she returned to Texas to attend Abilene Christian College. There, she met the love
of her life and was married to David Nelson for 42 years. They raised 3 loving sons: Mitch, Mark and Chris; however, she was called “Mom” by many of their friends. She was actively involved in all of her boys’ activities and
experienced joy in her life’s mission as a mother. She was a fixture in the Salem/Keizer area where she volunteered for many organizations, including Keizer Little League, a co-founder of the McNary Booster Club, Willark
Park Garden Club, Salem Garden Club, and the Willamette Christmas Association. Owning a hair salon, she
served as a long-time member of the Keizer Merchant Association. Her creative abilities led her to many passions including gardening and horticultural design as well as her floral business, specializing in weddings. Her
annual participation in the Oregon State Fair led to many awards including multiple Grand Floral Champion
awards.

She was installed as a Board of Director for the Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs which ultimately led to
national recognition and her election as the first National Garden Club President west of the Mississippi from
2013-2015. Her theme was “Making a World of Difference-Choices Matter,” which is a tribute to how she led
her life. Being National President helped Linda achieve her love of travel as her duties brought her to much of
Central and South America, all 50 states and portions of Europe. Family was Linda’s priority and she cherished
her time with them. She attended an extended family reunion of 40 or more people every summer. Her church
family and devotion to the Lord was of equal importance to her. She attended the Market Street Church of
Christ for over 60 years.
She is preceded in death by her parents Braxton and Allyne Dent, husband David Nelson and second husband
Cliff Bentson. She is survived by her sons: Mitch/Paula, Mark/Sheila, Chris/Suzie; her 5 grandchildren: Zachary/
Kaycie, Allie, Mackenzie/Daniel, Jacob, and Ashlyn; and her brothers: Larry, Jim/Carolyn, Jack/Peggy, and Gary/
Mindy as well as a large extended family.
Donations in Linda’s name can be made to the Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs or the Oregon Bee Project.
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In Memoriam

Linda Gail Nelson-Bentson
12/1938-7/2019
Linda was such an enormously important and inspiring figure in
our Garden Club life. She lived for Garden Club!
She touched so many lives, not only in Oregon but all over the
United States and beyond, as a National Board member and as a
National Garden Club President.

“Linda has been my hero since I met her at the 2010 Better Living Show Expo. TV cameras were focused on this captivating
lady who was creating a floral arrangement in a tuna can! Watching Linda construct a floral design was always fascinating.
She was truly an artist. Designer of the Decades should be one of her titles.
She told us about the bee crisis years ago, saying that one bite out of three is pollinated by the bees. Help them! Now, here
we are, all working on the bee crusade.
Linda was the ultimate garden club member...knowledgeable, sharing, encouraging and being present at so many events.
God bless you dear lady, and blessings to us all for Linda’s leadership.”
Submitted By Jane Sercombe

“Linda become a role model for me about a year after I retired. Of course, I got involved with our Eugene Garden Club and
my new floral design mentor, Alfretta Spores got me involved with Linda at the 1999 OSFGC, Inc. convention.
I got to know Linda as I attended state meetings, went through the positions of leadership locally, both district and state level. And of course, when I became very involved with floral design, horticulture and then judging, all with Alfretta and Linda’s
encouragement.
I very much respected Linda’s leadership skills, her parliamentary procedure knowledge, her floral design skills, her personality, her smile and her friendship through the many years that I knew her. She led the way for many and was a friend to many
people around Oregon, the Pacific Region and the United States. We are proud of her.”
Submitted By Sherry Cossey
OSFGC, Inc. President 2007-2009
“Linda and her side kick, Jan Iseli always traveled together. Ruth Berger and I were privileged to join them traveling to St.
Louis, Chicago, Las Vegas, Bermuda and Maui. In Maui, we roomed next to each other. One day, Linda got her hair caught in
a brush and I ended up having to snip a few strands of hair to free her. We laughed for years about this incident.
Linda (“Big Red” as we affectionately referred to her) was a very talented and gifted woman. She had the confidence and
determination to tackle any project. As such, she was the chairman of many of our National award winning State flower
shows! We thank her for her many years of service to Garden Clubs and we are thankful for being privileged in getting to
know her too.
Submitted by Beverly Seibel
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Convention News

New Executive Board Installed
“KIDS COMMUNITY & CREATIVITY”
Tanja Swanson
OSFGC, Inc. State President 2019-2021
541.883.8119
tanjandy@gmail.com

Cheryl Drumheller

Carolyn Olley

Donna Rose

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President

Recording Secretary

541.808.7371

503.698.5305

360.303.5303

mscrdrumheller@msn.com

molley1755@comcast.net

shovel222@yahoo.com

Darby Walker

Margaret Taylor

Mike Stewart

Corresponding Secretary

Treasurer

Parliamentarian

503.675.0173

541.490.9089

503.831.3087

darbyfornow@gmail.com

margaret.taylor4343@gmail.com

RosesRemembered@aol.com
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Convention News

NATIONAL AWARDS
Linda Nelson Bentson Scholarship
Andrew Chione
Member of Honor

Norma Curtis.

Club Yearbooks

Petal Pushers Garden Club—1st place (under 20 members)
Coos Bay Garden Club, 1st place (45-69 members).

PACIFIC REGION AWARDS
Member of Honor

Norma Curtis.

Newsletters

State -Mahonia. District—Clackamas Clippings. Club -Eugene GC News.

Yearbooks

Petal Pushers GC, 1st place (3a)
Oak Lodge GC, HM, (3b)
Tigard GC, HM, (3c)
Coos Bay GC, 1st place (3d)

Youth Poetry

Kassidy Homer, 1st place, 3rd grade, Blue Mountain.
Carlee Binder, 1st place, 5th grade, Blue Mt

Smokey Bear Poster Contest
Sadie Nguyen, 2nd place, 2nd grade, Pioneer
Margot Lindquist, 4th place, 1st grade, Pioneer
Cason Wade, 4th place, 4th grade, Blue Mt.
Mirium Rahkola 5th place, 3rdrd grade, Pioneer
Elle Kerns, 5th place, 5th grade, Blue Mt.
Youth Recycled Sculpture Contest
Jacqueline Jacquez, 1st place, 4th grade, Pioneer
Kathryn Schreiber, 1st place, 8th grade, Blue Mt.
Juliet Ancheta, 1st place, 8th grade, Blue Mt.
Certificates of Appreciation in Support of Peggy Olin’s Project for Pacific Region 2017-2019.
Blue Mountain District
Mt. Hood District
Pacific District
Rogue District

Capitol District
Multnomah District
Pioneer District
Santiam District

Clackamas District
North Coast District
Portland District
Siskiyou District
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Convention News
OSFGC Awards
Member of Honor

Norma Curtis

Clair Belsher Historic Preservation Awards (Sally Thompson, Chairman)
The Gardens of Enchantment at Hull Park for the Blind, Sandy
Ellen Ambuhl Conservation Award—(Norma Curtis, Chairman)

Akimi King, Fish& Wildlife Biologist
Gardener of the Year—(Char Mutschler, Chairman)
Karen Brown
Suzy Twist-Powell Designer of the Year—(Shirley Schmidt, Chairman)
Char Mutschler
Horticulture Award—(Sherry Cossey, Chairmen)
Todd Kepple
Scholarships—(Trudie Bason, Chairman)
These students have received funding for the 2019-2020 academic year at Oregon State University:
Steve Erickson
Emily Patt
Joshua Ceja

District Members of Distinction
Blue Mountain District
Clackamas District
Capitol District
Klamath District
Mt. Hood District
Multnomah District
North Coast District
Pacific District
Pioneer District
Portland District
Rogue District
Santiam District
Siskiyou District
Willamette District

Eva Lou Greiner
Pat Wagner
Linda Nelson Bentson
Ginny Koutsky
Phyllis Olson
Elaine Hutson
Becky Cook
Martha Cooksey
Bruna McBride & Sally Thompson
Nancy Ebsen
Linda Stokes
Mabel Polley
Beverly Hicks
Elenila Saltmarch
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Convention News

OSFGC Awards—continued
Walter and Marian Allen Membership Award (Tanja Swanson, Chairman)
The districts with the most increased membership percentage:
1st place

Santiam district 23.65%

2nd place

Clackamas District

16.9%

3rd place

Pacific District

6.12%

The clubs with the most increased membership percentage:
1st place

Grow & Show GC

Santiam District 12%

2nd place

Wilsonville GC

Clackamas District 11%

3rd Place

Corvallis Evening GC

Santiam District 9%

Yearbooks—Peggy Schaller, Chairman

Newsletters—Norma Curtis, Chairman

Clubs under 20 members

1st Clackamas Clippings—Clackamas District ($20)

1st

Petal Pushers GC

Multnomah District

2nd Pioneer Press—Pioneer District ($10)

2nd

Columbian GC

Multnomah District

3rd Multnomah News & Views—Multnomah District

HM

Chehalem GC

Pioneer District
1st Eugene Garden Club News—Willamette District ($20)

Clubs between 20-29 Members

1st

Oak Lodge GC

2nd Tigard Garden Club Newsletter—Pioneer District ($10)

Clackamas District

(including cover)
HM

Junction City GC

Willamette District

3rd Jacksonville Garden Club—Siskiyou District
1st

The Mahonia—OSFGC ($20)

Clubs between 30-44 members
1st

Tigard GC

Pioneer District

2nd

Northside GC

Klamath District

HM

Scappoose GC

Pioneer District

Clubs between 45-69 members
1st

Coos Bay GC

Rogue District

2nd

Illinois Valley GC

Siskiyou District

3rd

Villa GC

Portland District

HM

Beaverton GC

Pioneer District

Youth Awards will be
Published in the Spring Issue
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Convention News

Photography Contest Top Winners
BEST IN SHOW

Cindy Winfield

Hood River Valley Evening Garden Club

President’s Choice

Bees Color

Kathie Hupp

St. Helens Garden Club

President’s Choice

Bees B/W

Kathie Hupp

St. Helens Garden Club

Birds, Butterflies, Insects

Color

Janet Henry

Coos Bay Garden Club

Birds, Butterflies, Insects

B/W

Renata Stanko

Lebanon Garden Club

Floral

Color

Linda Lou Light

Beaverton Garden Club

Floral

B/W

Lynda Demsher

Grants Pass Garden Club

Pets

Color

Norma Balbo

Dallas Garden Club

Pets

B/W

Priscilla W. Robinson

Happy Valley Garden Club

Gardens

Color

Norma Curtis

Odell Garden Club

Gardens

B/W

Kathie Hupp

St. Helen’s Garden Club

Landscapes/Seascapes

Color

Cindy Windield

Hood River Garden Club

Landscapes/Seascapes

B/W

Elaine Cramer

Coos Bay Garden Club

Wildlife

Color

Judi Barkley

Salmon River Garden Club

Categories for 2020—NO BLACK & WHITE
1. Landscapes - Color , 2. Gardens - Color, 3. Floral - Color , 4. Birds - Color , 5. Wildlife Color, 6. Insects/Butterflies - Color , 7. Presidents Choice - Pets in the Garden - Color

BIRDS, BUTTERFLIES & INSECTS., B/W. Renata Stanko

GARDENS, COLOR. Norma Curtis
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Convention News

National News

2019 Convention Enters History

National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Gardening School Series 12,
Course 2

OSFGC Convention 2019 has come and gone. Outgoing
President Gaye Stewart turned the gavel over to 2019-21
President Tanja Swanson during a festive ceremony at
the close of our gathering in Klamath Falls on June 12.
Members of Klamath District Garden Clubs had a wonderful time over the past two years preparing for the
convention, and it was a profound joy to see our plans
come off smoothly. The kinship we felt during the preparations was reward enough, and we won’t soon forget
the special camaraderie that bonded us together during
one particularly long craft night!
The Klamath Basin’s reliably pleasant June weather came
through for us as we enjoyed several outdoor ventures,
including an early-morning hike on the Running Y Ranch
Resort’s “Skillet Handle.” We were impressed with number of hardy souls who rousted themselves for the 7 a.m.
stretch.

Monday, September 30 -Tuesday, October 1, 2019
Location: Light of Christ Lutheran Church
2400 SW 344th St.
Federal Way, WA 98023-3032

COURSE 2 SCHEDULE
Monday, September 30
• 8:30am: Registration (check-in)
• 8:45am: Announcements and Introductions
• 9:00am: Plant Diseases & Garden Pests with visit to community garden
• 12:00pm: Lunch
• 1:00pm: Growing Vegetables
• 3:30pm: Exam

Tuesday, October 1

During workshops on the final day of convention, Teun
Klumpers of Holland shared views on nature and gardening from a European perspective, while OSU Extension
Horticulture Professor Nicole Sanchez provided information on use of earth-friendly methods of controlling
pests.
Displays provided by the various districts and OSFGC
committees were informative and beautiful.
The Gardening Bee contest was a hit with conventiongoers. For the record, Klamath District Garden Clubs
firmly deny any reports that judges were corrupted by
bribes and compliments!
Finally, and seriously, we appreciate the tremendous
feedback we received from those who attended. We
were not surprised to find that among the highlights of
the convention was something on the menu: giant warm
chocolate chip cookies served after a delicious lunch.
Thanks to all who came to Klamath Falls! See you at next
year’s convention.

•
•
•
•
•
•

8:30am: Registration & Announcements
8:45am: Growing Fruit
10:30am: Irrigation and Water
12:00pm: Lunch
12:45pm: Lawn Alternatives & Growing Grass
2:30pm: Supplemental Topic

GARDENING SCHOOL OBJECTIVES
To assist its members in becoming accomplished gardeners, National Garden Clubs, Inc. created the Gardening
Schools. These four courses are designed to stimulate interest in the growth of plants, provide understanding of
reactions to weather conditions, provide understanding of
fungicides and pesticides, growth regulators, and other
chemicals , plant identification instruction and growing
techniques for garden plants, vegetables, fruits, houseplants, trees, shrubs, and specialized styles of gardening.
To learn more go to oregongardenclubs.org, click on
School, then click on Gardening Study School.
Garden club members who complete the course are
awarded the designation of Gardening Consultant.
**Note: Those refreshing or those not wishing to become
NGC Gardening Consultants need not take the exams.

The Klamath Convention Committee
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Convention Photos

ROBIN POKORSKI
PACIFIC REGION DIRECTOR
2019-2021

GAY AUSTIN
NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC. PRESIDENT
2019-2021

GAYE STEWART
OSFGC, INC. PRESIDENT
2017-2019

THE CASCADE MUSIC SLIDESHOW
CAROLYN LEWERT-HAGAN & HUSBAND

KEY NOTE SPEAKER TEUN KLUMPERS & HIS
WIFE (VISITING FROM THE NETHERLANDS!)
• TOPIC: “THE BEAUTY OF COMMON THINGS”
GUEST SPEAKER TODD KEPPLE
• TOPIC: HERITAGE TREES

GUEST SPEAKER AKIMI KING
• TOPIC: TEACHING KIDS ABOUT THE
PLIGHT OF MONARCH BUTTERFLIES

KAREN & PAUL RAMSEY
PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST CHAIRMEN
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Convention Photos

Identifying Exhibitors
(Left to Right, Top to Bottom)
1. Wildlife—Designer Gena Goddard
2. Water—Designer Mike Zerwer
3. Land—Designer Edith Martin
4. Forest—Designer Beverly Hicks
5. Air— Designer Shirley Schmidt
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Convention Photos

DESIGN TO HONOR PACIFIC REGION DIRECTOR ROBIN POKORSKI.
DESIGN BY CHRIS CHANCE

DESIGN BY CHAR MUTSCHLER TO HONOR NATIONAL
PRESIDENT GAY AUSTIN. DISPLAYED IN THE LOBBY
OF THE RUNNING Y LODGE SHOWN AT THE LEFT.
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Convention Photos

STATE PRESIDENT 2017-2019 GAYE
STEWART WELCOMING INCOMING STATE
PRESIDENT 2019-2021,TANJA SWANSON.

JOLI ROOT FROM SANTIAM DISTRICT
RECEIVES A CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
FOR HER DEDICATION IN PLANNING THE 2018
STATE CONVENTION.

NANCY EBSEN, BLUE STAR
MARKER CHAIRMAN.

ON RIGHT IS CONVENTION 2019 CHAIR JUDI
BLANK. WITH HER IS SUZANNE CORNELL AND
JAYE SOLOWAN-WEISS. THEY ARE IN THE
FLORAL DESIGN ROOM POSING WITH FAIRY
GARDENS TO BE TO BE USED AT THE INSTALLATION DINNER.

JAYE WEISS RECEIVES A CERTIFICATE OF
APPRECIATION FOR HER DEDICATION IN
PLANNING THE 2019 STATE CONVENTION.

WILLAMETTE JUDGES COUNCIL JOINED
KATHIE HENDERSON TO CREATE THE
FIRST-EVER WELCOME ARCH AT THE
CONVENTION 2019!
SHARON WILSON, SHERRY COSSEY,
WILLAMETTE JUDGES COUNCIL PRESIDENT GEORGIA ZAHAR, & KATHIE
HENDERSON.
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Executive Board
1st Vice President: Cheryl Drumheller

Parliamentarian: Mike Stewart

My plan for 2019-2021 is to grow membership by 10%
through retaining current members, along with adding
new members and clubs.

As your newly appointed OSFGC Parliamentarian for the
2019-2021 Administration, I am anticipating that I will be
asked, “Why do we even need a parliamentarian?” The
short answer is that the role of the parliamentarian is to
facilitate the process of conducting club business. At the
State level our business, at times, can get somewhat complicated. The follow-up question I then anticipate receiving will be, “Okay, I understand why OSFGC might need
one, but do we need one for our local Club?”
Your Club may not currently have a person designated as
Parliamentarian, but I will be encouraging you in the next
two years to consider adding one. This doesn’t have to be
a stand-alone assignment: it could be a responsibility you
add to one of your current executive committee members
or to a chair of one of your committees. Their initial task
would be to make sure to have a current copy of your bylaws, standing rules and Robert’s Rules of Order Newly
Revised with them at every club meeting (if not the whole
book, at least the abbreviated version, perhaps in large
print).
Our Bylaws and our Standing Rules tell how our Clubs
wish to operate and Robert’s Rules can give us procedural
help if we ever get to the point in a meeting when
“common sense” seems to be on vacation. The Parliamentarian should try hard to avoid pointing out “what’s
wrong” and instead help focus on “what’s right” in moving our clubs forward. We are all volunteers doing the
best we can to support our club and we do want to have
fun in the process. Did I mention that it wouldn’t be too
much of a stretch to also ask your parliamentarian to be
in charge of fun?
In closing, “I move that we all have fun while we work. If I
have a second, I will explain further.”

There are several of ways to accomplish this, including:
• Designate one month out of the year to acknowledge

current members for their involvement, knowledge
and contributions.
• Be enthusiastic when inviting! Ask prospective mem-

bers to attend the meeting, which may include knowledgeable speakers, interesting topics, and a delicious
lunch.
• Network with friends, family, and neighbors.
• Have on hand printed cards or brochures with club

meeting, location and time.
• Contact former members, find out why they left, and

invite them back to the garden club meetings.
Above all, have fun!
I look forward to attending the Fall and Spring District
Meetings. This will give me the opportunity to share the
benefits of belonging to the Oregon State Federation of
Garden Clubs, Inc.
Submitted By: Cheryl Drumheller
OSFGC, Inc. 1st Vice President 2019-2021

2nd Vice President: Carolyn Olley
Protocol & Public Relations: your OSFGC Second Vice
President serves as Chairman of these two committees,
as assigned by our bylaws. The Protocol Chairman is responsible for seating arrangements and facilities at
meetings and writing scripts for meals at Conventions.
Protocol also defines courtesies and behaviors. The
duties for Public Relations include encouraging clubs to
publicize their events, and assisting with public projects
sponsored by OSFGC.

Submitted by Mike Stewart
OSFGC, Inc. Parliamentarian 2019-2021

During the next two years I hope to learn and review
with you some of the more common protocol topics we
encounter regularly, as well as some of the less common
ones.
Submitted by Carolyn Olley
OSFGC, Inc. 2nd Vice President 2019-202
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Committee News

Potpourri

Blue Star Marker

Aprons, Aprons, Aprons

2019 BLUE STAR MARKERS IN THE STATE OF OREGON

Always handy for your plant sales or other events!
The aprons will be blue with white flowers and will be selling for $15 each. Please make your check payable to:
OSFGC, Inc.
No need to order. I will bring them to your District
meetings and to State Board meetings. If all the members
in your club would like to order one, please let me know
ahead of time so that I will bring enough.

A Byway Marker was dedicated in May at the Newberg Memorial Garden.

Why these flowers?
When I was a little girl my friends and I started a Garden
club. We named ourselves after the Flower Fairies from
Cicely Mary Barker: Crocus, Cornflower (or bachelor
button), Narcissus (daffodil) which spelled “Crokona,” the
name of our club! Later we added Pansy and Apple Blossom. The bee is to honor Gaye and her pollinators!
An by the way we are still friends and “Daffodil” was at my
installation in Klamath!

A Gold Star Byway Marker will be dedicated at the David DeWitt Veterans Memorial Park just north of North
Bend on August 17, at 11 AM.
A Memorial Marker will be dedicated at the Oregon
Garden on September 14, at 11 AM. This will be during the annual Fall Fair.
Look for information on the rededication of Markers in
Monroe and at Biggs Junction. Clubs wishing more information on placing a Marker should go online to
www.gardenclub.org, click on PROJECTS, click on Ongoing Projects, click on Blue Star Memorials. You can also
come to the Fair where I will have a booth.

Submitted by Nancy Ebsen
OSFGC Blue Star Chairman

16

Thank You!
A Note from Former State President,
Gaye Stewart (2017-2019)
Dear Friends,
I wish to extend my heartfelt thank you for your delightful surprises lavished on me throughout my final
Convention as your President. And boy, was I surprised!
Speechless, even! Your gifts were amazing – all in my
favorite colors, most were hand-crafted and will be on
display in my home for all who visit to see.
For those of you not present to see what I’m referencing here, gifts included a gorgeous quilt in purples, lavenders and greens, complete with my theme, “Plant a
Seed, Reap a Harvest” and all 14 Districts denoted on
the quilt squares; a beautiful shadow box imprinted
with “You leave a little sparkle wherever you go;” an
elegant garden tool box filled with gifts such as honey
bee rocks, original greeting cards and many rolls of
lovely lavender ribbons, lavender scrubbies and more; a
jar of real honey; a purple hand-blown vase for bouquets; bee jewelry; a picture album of my two-year
journey as your President; a hand-crafted purple flower
pot; a silver necklace; a sunflower bouquet and gift
card; and more. You can see why I was overwhelmed
with the love and thank you’s extended to me.
Just before the installation ceremony was to begin, Nicole Sanchez presented her original poem of the transition of my administration to that of Tanja’s and the
new beginning of her leadership journey. Both Tanja
and I were blessed by her beautiful poem.
In closing, please know how much I appreciate each of
you and greatly value your friendship. We are all
blessed to belong to this wonderful organization called,
“The Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs!”
I will see you again soon.

With Love,
Gaye Stewart
OSFGC President 2017 - 2019

The Garden of Magnificent Experience
June 2019
I walked through a garden of magnificent experience
I met a flower, tall and elegant
brightly shining, radiant above the rest
Its warmth inspired me,
challenged me
to populate my world with room for pollinators
to appreciate the role the insects played.
I aspired to be like this bold, bright flower,
For I saw the wisdom of its way.
Further on I knew another bloom
Its subtle fragrance wafted from the understory
infusing me with its quiet energy.
The soft white bloom supported me with the others,
nurturing, encouraging,
we were guided towards creating spaces for the children
for this flower, too, had much to say.
She would have the garden be a place for exploration, play.
I looked along this garden’s path,
bursting with experience, ripe with friends.
Beyond, I saw one planting after another,
Rich with ideas, with passion, filled with every kind of beauty.
Each flower has a place, a role, a time to shine
in this purposeful garden.
How thankful we are for the flowers that lead the way,
fertilizing our growth as we take root
in the fertile soil of this magnificent garden of experience.
-Nicole Sanchez
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Can you hear the Buzz?

The 2nd Annual Fall Garden Fair

It is report time for President Gaye’s project of “Planting
Pollinator Gardens in Public Places.” For the past two
years we have been talking about ways we can help improve the environment in our respective communities
to encourage more pollinators to visit us in the garden.
It is not just that we like honey or the funny buzzing
noise they make as they go about their tasks…it’s that
we have really become accustomed to eating on a regular basis. Believe it or not, if these little critters don’t do
their job and do it well, we could be in for some skimpy
meals in the future.
Okay, enough history. How did we do? I am impressed
with how creative you have all been in creating these
new oases in public and in private, but in plain sight gardens. I think it helped greatly when we expanded our
thinking to include all community environments without
regard to whose name happened to be on the title.
Most bees, as least the ones I know, can’t read anyway
so they didn’t seem to mind.

Perhaps you have already heard that plans are underway
for the second annual OSFGC Fall Garden Fair at The Oregon Garden in Silverton, on September 14-15, 2019. The
setup of the Floral Design Show, flora and horticulture display, work area booths (Legislations, Membership, Blue
Star Markers, Penny Pines, Pollinators, Children’s Creative
Playgrounds and more) will setup Friday, September 13,
from noon to 5 p.m.

Any figures we share today will be topped the next time
there is a report on this subject because this has really
become a cause bigger than just a two-year project for
the Oregon Garden Clubs. Partly as the result of our
efforts, the Pollinators have developed a strong lobby
and they have already garnered the support of President Elect Tanja as well as the support of Robin Pokorski, our new Pacific Region Director. Looking at it from
the bee’s perspective, they are not only being actively
courted in Oregon, but also now being courted in 7 additional western states…and that really has them buzzing!
Reports have been coming in sporadically in a variety of
ways, so there are likely more projects underway that
aren’t yet in our count. To date, we do have reports of
57 new or improved environments for pollinators in
public gardens and 130 new or improved pollinator environments in private gardens for a total of 187 pollinator gardens. That is amazing!
You have been really great in supporting President Gaye’s Project and for that we thank you. Keep up the good
work. We will see you in the garden and together…let’s
keep the buzz growing!
Submitted By Mike Stewart, Chairman
President’s Project 2017-2019

We’re currently asking for OSFGC members to share their
area of interest and expertise to conduct a one-hour workshop on either Saturday or Sunday. Share your ideas with
a short write-up and picture of what will be demonstrated
or presented. New this year will be one “Hands-on” workshop offered each day. Please sendideas to Gaye at
RosesRemembered@aol.com. Selections will be made
quickly and added to the publicity campaign.

More information will be coming to you soon. For now,
mark your calendar, arrange your carpools, and pamper
your plants and flowers for the exhibit of Oregon’s Beauty.
Remember, all regions of Oregon are to be represented.
P.S. President Tanja is planning the Fall Board meeting for
Monday, September 16 to save Board Members extra
travel time and expense. She will have further details
soon.
Submitted By Gaye Stewart
Fall Garden Fair 2019 Chairman

HYDRANGEA & SUNFLOWERS IN HER GARDEN. WATERCOLOR BY NORMA PIPER, CLACKAMAS DISTRICT
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Beaverton Garden Club
Garden Tour
PIONEER DISTRICT
Of course, we picked the rainiest day of June, but had a
wonderful tour of four member gardens on June 27.

BLUE MOUNTAIN DISTRICT
Blue Mountain District continues on with the three Garden Clubs active in their own communities. Condon is
sponsoring a decorated float in the July 4th parade;
Milton-Freewater keeping their flower beds blooming at
the Blue Star Memorial site and the Junior Show Grounds;
Umatilla/Hermiston had a successful plant sale and earlier
in the spring hosted a seed exchange within Hermiston.

As we toured the gardens with our umbrellas, we saw
many beautiful and different gardens from ones with
We nominated longtime Condon Club Member, Eva Lou
many perennials, planters, and shrubs to ones with mostly
Greiner as our Member of Distinction and are planning a
shrubs. We learned about many new plants as we toured.
District get together late summer to present the certificate and just to give Eva Lou due honor.
After the first two gardens we had lunch at the third garden and dessert at the fourth garden and then toured her All three clubs have reported new members and that is
wonderful! Hopefully another group will attend the Fall
neighbors garden which was beautiful and full of many
Fair as we did last year. Maybe some will attend the Garperennials.
dening School!

Submitted By Cece Delfs
Blue Mountain District Director

About 30 members joined in the tour and we recruited
two new members to our garden club. In spite of the rain,
we had a great time.
Submitted by Bruna McBride

Estacada Garden Club Awards Four
Scholarships
CLACKAMAS DISTRICT
The Estacada Garden Club is proud to announce that four$500 college scholarships have been awarded to graduating students at Estacada High School. The Club has
funded these scholarships with our annual Plant Sale,
held each year on the Saturday before Mother’s Day.
Submitted by Norma Piper
Clackamas District Director

BRUNA’S MC BRIDE’S GARDEN. PART OF THE BEAVERTON GARDEN CLUB GARDEN TOUR IN JUNE.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS (L TO R): DAISY
BURNETT, GABRIEL MARTINEZ, EMILY GANT &
CHEYENNE ABBETT.
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PIONEER DISTRICT

ROGUE DISTRICT

We have just come back from the Convention in Klamath
Falls, “Klamath, Trees and Honeybees.” I enjoyed it thoroughly! It is always fun to see old friends and meet new
ones. It was nice to get to know National President Gay
Austin and Pacific Region Director Robin Pokorski in a
small setting.

The Rogue District Fall Meeting theme was “The Artful
Garden.” Laurie Anderson of Coos Bay Garden Club gave
a step-by-step lesson on “How to Make Hypertufa Containers,” which are made of cement, perlite, peat moss,
and using plastic containers as molds. Afterwards, President Gaye Stewart demonstrated tricks and techniques
in making a large, fresh floral arrangement.

The Running Y felt like a mini Sunriver to me. It had two
restaurants, a market, golf course, lots of trails and a spa
where Nadine and I relaxed with wonderful massages.
We went down two days early and stayed a couple days
after the convention just to take in the sites and relax. We
enjoyed the tour of Larry and Barbara Headden's Private
Arboretum, Moore Park and Favell Museum. We found a
restaurant, The Mermaid, that served only lunch. I would
recommend it to anyone driving through Klamath Falls.
Plan to come to the 2nd Annual Oregon Gardens Fair to
be held on September 14-15 at The Oregon Garden. Our
State Board meeting will be the next day on Monday,
September 16. Our Gardening School is coming up on
November 17 and 18 at the Oregon Gardens. Cost is
$25.00.
I am fortunate to have one of my granddaughters spending two weeks with me. We went to my Tigard Garden
Club's Members Tour. We went to three houses where
we visited their gardens. Each garden has a personality of
its own. At our first garden we had coffee, tea and juice
with a selection of muffins and fruit. At the second garden we had sandwiches. We concluded with dessert at
our last garden. A lot of different plants, artwork, and
flowers to see. And, a lot of socializing.
Pioneer District is hosting the 93rd Annual State Convention. We are working on another great convention. I hope
that anyone who has not come before will join us.
Submitted By Peggy Trees
Pioneer District Director

The Spring Meeting was just as interesting with the
theme “Get Dirty: All About Soil.”
Guest speaker David Boyer (owner of Seacoast Compost), spoke about the compost he makes from cow manure, red alder wood, and seafood waste such as crab,
shrimp, oyster shells, and fish carcasses. Our second
guest speaker Linda Brewer from OSU Department of
Horticulture presented her vast knowledge of soil, and
what we, as gardeners, need to know in order to have a
healthy garden.
Coos Bay Garden Club created a beautiful pollinator garden at the North Bend Blue Star Memorial marker. In
addition, members created pollinator gardens in their
yards.
The Sprouts Garden Club, affiliated with Coos Bay Garden Club, was formed in 2018.
Above all, we’ve had fun at our district and club
meetings. Club members have gotten involved in plant
sales, fundraisers and sharing their gardening knowledge
with family and friends.

Submitted By Cheryl Drumheller
Rogue District Director

Say thank-you or honor someone special here.
Send your tribute to the Editor and a check for
$10 to Treasurer Margaret Taylor, PO Box 81,
Hood River OR, 97031.
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Lincoln City Flower Show
August 10-11
PACIFIC DISTRICT
Pacific’s District’s Spring Meeting was held at the Panther
Creek Community Center hosted by Salmon River Garden
Club. Our speaker was the new Program Director of Master Gardeners of Lincoln City. She told us about the Master Gardener program, and we discussed how we might
work together. We hold an annual Garden Tour/
Progressive Lunch in July. This is one of our favorite district programs and is always well attended.
In August we will hold our Lincoln City Flower Show.
Many members enter the show, along with other gardeners in our community. It takes a lot of work, but many of
us consider it the most fun event of the year. This year
the flower show is August 10-11 at the Lincoln City Convention Center.

PICTURED IN FRONT OF THE RECENTLY DEDICATED HABITAT
FOR HUMANITY HOME ARE 2015-2019 CLUB PRESIDENT, JANET HENRY, AND MARY KERR, INCOMING 2019-2021 CLUB
PRESIDENT. PHOTO BY ELAINE CRAMER.CBGC.

Coos Bay Garden Club &
Habitat for Humanity
ROGUE DISTRICT
Since 2008, Coos Bay Garden Club has been donating
a tree to the landscape of newly dedicated Habitat for
Humanity homes built in the Bay Area neighborhoods. This year two families were blessed with new
homes to call their own.

1ST BLUE RIBBON JOY!

KAREN BROWN’S GARDEN

The houses dedicated in May and June called for a
little extra help this year. CBGC’s Habitat for Humanity chairman, Pat Johnson, called on Blair Haynes,
owner of Shinglehouse Nursery and Design, for tree
suggestions for a sandy and windy area close to the
coast.
To her surprise, Blair offered to donate trees and
shrubs for both homesites and the Club covered the
cost of planting 14 specimens. Each front yard landscape displays three cistus rock roses in white and
rose on both sides of the driveway with a different
tree planted at each home. A Chinese Pistache tree
was planted at one site while a Bracelet Honey Myrtle
can be viewed at the homesite next door. Plant selections were chosen for their drought tolerance and
ability to withstand wind and sandy soil.

LINDA LOVE’S GARDEN, LINCOLN CITY

Submitted By Mary Kerr
Rogue District Director
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Regional News
Connect with old and new friends for
the 77th Pacific Region Convention

“Reconnect to YOUR Pacific Region”
DIRECTOR’S SPECIAL PROJECTS:
“Blue Stars Shine in the Pacific Region!”

Location: The Oregon Garden and Resort.
Silverton, Oregon
Date: April 27-30, 2020

April 30-May 2 Post-Convention Tour
Walk or ride through the acres of beautiful, colorful gardens. Check out the Art in the Garden,
Living Waters and carved wood panels.

 Goal: to install or refurbish two Blue Star Markers each

year of this term
“Let’s Bring ‘em Back in”
 Goal: to develop resources and materials to connect

with clubs that has not disbanded but has left our federation
COMING ATTRACTIONS
Photo “Phundraiser”: $5 per photo entry in one or more
of the following categories:
 Landscapes/Gardens
 Animals

Enjoy:
•

The Children’s Garden

•

Wetlands

•

Northwest Gardens

Check out the Art in the Garden, Living Waters
and carved wood panels.
Hotel guest rate: $109.00 (includes breakfast,
entrance to the Garden and free parking.

 Insects/Birds

 Single Bloom
 Moose

Entry forms available now: Go to
Pacificregiongardenclubs.org and click on PhotoPhunder.
Next, click on the PhotoFhunder Form. Cash prizes for
Best-in-Show & for the club with the most entries per
capita! Show held at the Pacific Region Convention in April
2020 in Oregon.
BOOKLETS AVAILABLE THIS FALL
Installation Booklet, Centerpiece Give-Away ideas, Region
Cookbook, Inspiration Booklet, Youth Activities Ideas
Handbook, Ideas for Increasing Membership.
• Jelly & JAMboree: Homemade jams and jellies contest at

the Pacific Region Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada April
2021
• Environmental Art Show: At the Pacific Region Conven-

tion Las Vegas, Nevada April 2021; member participation
encouraged
• Digital History of the Pacific Region: Completion ex-

pected by April 2021
For information on any of these projects, programs or activities, contact:
Robin Pokorski
Phone: 818-361-7873
PRGCDirector@gmail.com
Pacificregiongardenclubs.org
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Calendar of Events
2019
September 14, 15

Fall Garden Fair

Oregon Garden in Silverton

September 16

OSFGC Fall Board Meeting

Oregon Garden in Silverton

September 18-20

NGC Fall Board Meeting:

St. Louis, MO.

April 27-30

Pacific Region Convention

Oregon

May 11-14

NGC Convention

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

June 8-10

OSFGC Convention

Pioneer District

September 24-26

NGC Fall Board Meeting

Fargo, North Dakota

May 17-20

NGC Convention:

East Rutherford, New Jersey

June

OSFGC Convention: June

Rogue District

2020

2021

Sending an image, such as a photo, to the Mahonia Newsletter implies your permission to publish. Images by or of children
under 18 must be backed up by a “Youth Release of Publication” form. It is available on the OSFGC website.

Pioneer District Presents
93rd Annual Convention
Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

2020 Vision
Eyes on Gardening in Pioneer District
June 8-10, 2020
Watch for more details this fall at: www.oregongardenclubs.org
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