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From the President’s Desk My Dear Garden Club Friends! 
 

My presidency started out beautifully with Beatle’s music, fairies and fire-

works…Well not really fireworks, but with lots of hugs. That was even better. In a 

normal year I would be standing in Wilsonville at the 93rd OSFGC Convention and 

telling you about all the accomplishments of the past year. Instead I am sitting at 

home in front of my computer (I have done that a lot in the last few months!), 

missing all of you, your hugs, your smiles, your advice, and your reports. 
 

One year ago, it all started so festive with the National President, Gay Austin and 

the Pacific Region Director, Robin Pokorski there to make sure my new board and I 

would get off to a good start. Sadly, within a month our former State President 

and only National President from Oregon, Linda Nelson passed away. 
 

Fall was a busy time with a successful Fall Garden Fair, so beautifully organized by 

Gaye Stewart and her team. Many attended the Blue Star Marker dedication in 

honor of former president Jan Iseli. And right after that a visit to  the National 

Headquarters in St. Louis for the National Board meeting. October brought many 

visits to Oregon districts. The fun part of the job is meeting all our members in 

person and getting to know the areas they live in. In November a successful Gar-

dening School was held at the Oregon Garden with more than 40 attendees! 
 

In January we sent out a survey that was answered by many. Your clubs and dis-

tricts were thriving. All were planning plant sales, some were planning flower 

shows and all had some unique projects going. Most were actively involved in 

their communities.  
 

And then it all came to a screeching halt…. COVID-19 interrupted. 

From hugging and meeting each other my duties went to emails and more emails. 

I think we got the most basic things figured out that way. But we realized that we 

probably needed to make some bylaw changes in case we are ever in a situation 

like this again. We are also using our “free” time with different committees explor-

ing different possibilities. 
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From the President’s Desk (continued) 

Kids, Community and Creativity. The Kids really are the ones that lost out. Perhaps we can make up for it? 

Some projects in our Communities that we have been able to work on at a safe distance and with masks on. 

We all have to be Creative and think of ways to keep everyone connected to their Clubs, District and State. 
 

When I was First Vice President my theme was “Bee Flexible.” We sure have had to use our flexibility in the last few 

months. Like everything else this too will pass. I was so glad to talk to so many of you and through many phone calls I 

got to know you a little better. Most are enjoying their gardens more than ever because you had so much more time to 

work in them.  With the weather cooperating, everyone’s garden looks beautiful.   
 

Why not share your favorite garden pictures with me! Also, some clubs went ahead and had plant sales after all. Did 

you take a picture of your socially distanced sales? I’d love to see them! And if you want to submit a thought or a pic-

ture to my “Tuesday Thoughts” I’d love your help!  
 

Staying Connected  

We all have had to do it in the last few months. We couldn’t go places we wanted to go, so we made our gardens a 

pleasure to be in. In the last few months, the Spring State Board Meeting, the State Convention, the Pacific Region 

Convention, the National Convention and now the National Fall Board meeting have all been cancelled, as are many of 

your club meetings. 

 

As State President, I worry about how to make garden clubs relevant in these unprecedented times. And I am sure that 

all our district directors and club presidents wonder about that too. We all need to share our ideas of what would work 

and what is still possible. 
 

Remember I was asking for ideas for establishing a Speakers Bureau? I want to add to that another category: volun-

teers to do programs by ZOOM or something like that. The National Garden Club would like to be able to have pro-

grams that are accessible to anyone in our organization. I would love to see members show their expertise in one sub-

ject or another and make a video, YouTube or Facebook life, or PowerPoint presentation about that subject. Think 

about it, dream about it and then just do it! 
 

So, to remind you, please send me this information: 
 

Example  

• Presenter: Suzy Bee   

• email address: gardengirl@yahoo.com   

• Phone #: 503.123.4567 

• Program subject with notes: “Everything Bees.” Made a very informed and  

fun presentation, had handouts and honey samples! *Travels only in Siskiyou District.  

Can do an electronic presentation 
 

Please e-mail the information to Tanja at tanjandy@gmail.com.  

Let’s all of us work together on this for our State and for National Garden Club! 
 

I’d like to thank everyone for hanging in there with me, for your patience and for your support! I appreciate you all so 

much! Stay Happy and Healthy!       

mailto:tanjandy@gmail.com
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1st Vice President: Cheryl Drumheller 
Summer is here! Bees and butterflies have been busy pollinating, bringing beautiful, fragrant blooms to our gardens. 

As we continue to face the COVID-19 pandemic, the restriction on travel and gatherings is gradually letting up. Soon 

we will attend garden club meetings and learn more about bettering our community and the environment. Sharing the 

excitement may lead to recruiting prospective new members and establishing new clubs.  What are you doing to nur-

ture current members or prospective new members? Listed are a few ideas I would like to share.   
 

• Motivate and create a welcoming atmosphere. 

• Greet members, old or new, to make them feel welcome. 

• Show enthusiasm about your garden club involvement in the community and the environment. 

• Involve members/show ownership, i.e. plant sale, presentation on creating a pollinator garden. 

• Use gardeners’ talents and abilities in meaningful ways. 

• Record attendance. This record will inform you no one can ‘drop out’ without being noticed. 

• Prepare name tags for all members. Knowing and using a person’s name is especially important. 

• Express appreciation!  A smile and a ‘thank you’ go a long way. 

• Give compliments for a job well done. Do this person-to-person before the club attendees. 

• Support members during their times of happiness or sorrow. 

• Provide opportunities that are challenging and stimulating and will motivate members. 

• Have a mentor available to help new members get acquainted. 

• Reach out to members who are absent from the meeting with a visit or phone call. 

• Keep absent members informed about what is happening in the garden club. 

 

 

 

Corresponding Secretary: Darby Walker 
My first project was to assemble a master list of club presidents to share with National, and the OSFGC President.  

Concurrently, I worked on assembling the 2020-2021 Directory, specifically the district information and membership 

roster. Completing this task involved constant communication with the district directors and the directory committee. 

Former Corresponding Secretary, Carolyn Elsten, shared the task with me. The completed directories were distributed 

at the Fall Board Meeting on September 16, 2019. 
 

For the first board meeting, I made folders and nametags for all members of the Executive Board. In addition, I also 

served as registrar for the meeting compiling a list of attendees as well as their payments. Another responsibility of the 

Corresponding Secretary is to compile master email contact lists for the Executive Committee, Executive Board, District 

Directors, and Club Presidents. Any group communication from President Tanja Swanson is then forwarded by me to 

the respective groups. 
 

Karen Varty designed new stationery for the organization. New logos for letters, notecards, and envelopes, was shared 

in The Mahonia, Spring Edition. 
 

As COVID-19 affected the nation, so it affected OSFGC. It was necessary for the Executive Committee to transact busi-

ness via email. I assisted President Tanja in forwarding information. It’s been a sad time as so many events have been 

canceled. I’m hopeful for a resumption of all OSGFGC activities in the fall of this year. 

        
Executive Committee 
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2nd Vice President: Carolyn Olley 
 

My election as the OSFGC Second Vice President in June 

2019 started off as one of the highlights of my life. 

Meetings with clubs and Districts from all over Oregon 

started to fill my calendar, as well as Pacific Region and 

National Garden Club events. 
 

I found that attending the many Statewide events 

helped me spread the word about protocol, which is the 

job of your Second Vice President. I found myself learn-

ing new things and found that I really enjoyed sharing 

them with my fellow gardeners from all over. 
 

Then the COVID-19 pandemic hit and everything came 

to a halt. All of a sudden, my (especially April) calendar 

went from FULL to (literally) empty. Scheduled gather-

ings, fundraisers and meetings were being cancelled left 

and right. People I had worked so hard to get to know, 

and new friends I wanted to get to know had to be told 

I was not going to be able to attend their District 

meetings, go to their plant sales, enjoy their garden 

tours, and so many other things. 
 

Cancelling these garden-related events was the right 

thing to do…it probably saved a lot of my fellow garden-

ers from becoming sick, or worse. But it didn’t make it 

any easier. Like you, I have missed seeing and talking to 

my garden club friends and sharing experiences and 

information with them, or even a silly joke (although 

one of my West Linn Garden Club friends sends me 

some stellar jokes on occasion). 
 

Hopefully we will be able to get together in the Fall; I’m 

looking forward to that. For now, I want you to know 

how important each and every one of you are to me. 

My “Protocol for All” suggestions for all of you include: 

protect yourself; wear a face-covering when you go out; 

try to maintain social distancing whenever you can, get 

lots of rest…and sunshine. 
 

Keep in mind that we all want to see YOU soon, we miss 

YOU, I miss YOU. Hoping you and the people you care 

about will stay healthy. 

 

 

        
Executive Committee 

Nature Playgrounds: Tanja Swanson 

“The physical exercise and emotional stretching that chil-
dren enjoy in unorganized play is more varied and less time-
bound than is found in organized sports. Playtime—
especially unstructured, imaginative, exploratory play—is 
increasingly recognized as an essential component of 
wholesome child development.”  

Richard Louv, Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children 
from Nature-Deficit Disorder 

 

Remember my special project? 

Westmoreland Park is a pilot project for Portland Parks 
and Recreation Nature-Based Play Initiative. The goal of this 
initiative is to create settings in developed parks that en-
courage creative play and interaction with natural features. 

North Mountain Park Nature Play Area in Ashland looks 
really good now that it is finished. This playground encour-
ages creative, adventurous play while protecting the wild-
life habitat in the rest of the park. Kids can safely enjoy the 
climbing, water and sand play, and construction with loose 
parts. The play area also contains ADA accessible pathways 
and ample seating for families.   

There are more and I hope when the parks and play areas 
open up that you will have some time to find them and re-
port about them! 

While doing research I found a website from Lake County, 
Illinois that proudly promoted their 14 “Mud-free play-
grounds!” That is quite the opposite of what I am promoting. 
If you can’t dig in the dirt you can’t explore, use your imagina-
tion or find out how things work. 
 

Do you remember how you played outside when you 
were little? 
 
Please send your memories to me. We can either make a 
booklet from your memories or use it on our website. I have 
heard so many stories when I bring up Nature Playgrounds 
that it is important that those memories are not forgotten. 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3210060
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3210060
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Executive Committee 

 

 

Parliamentarian: Mike Stewart 
 

In reflecting on my first year as your OSFGC Parliamentari-
an, I must confess my expectations were much different 
than my actual experience. Even given how the unex-
pected coronavirus changed many things in our everyday 
lives and also had a significant effect on our beloved Gar-
den Club and how we acted. I learned other things about 
us as a group that might be worth noting…you decide. 
 

When President Tanja asked me to be her Parliamentarian, 
I presumed it would be a reasonably straight-forward job 
of answering questions, doing research, attending 
meetings and making behind-the-scenes recommenda-
tions. And it was all of that and more.  
 

What was most surprising to me now appears to be relat-
ed to what we are finding out about ourselves as a people.  
We have had time to reflect on our mutual experiencing of 
the current virus pandemic,  the public outcry against so-
cial injustice in general, and some specific examples of po-
lice abuse. What are some of those findings? 
 

We are people of habit and that, for the most part, is 
good. How we react when circumstances change, and we 
are confronted with the need to explore some of those 
habits, can be challenging. That too can be good, if we 
choose to take that moment for reflection.  
 

For example, we know when we are “supposed to meet.” 
The general format for those meetings remains pretty 
much the same from year to year. We know when to re-
port, when votes will be taken, and on which topics, and 
even when to schedule the “fun activities” that seem to 
pop up without much prompting.  
 

What happens when we can’t meet? How are we sup-
posed to respond when our bylaws and standing rules are 
mostly silent on “not meeting?” Clearly, we need to add 
some words to those important documents around these 
“new realities,” just in case they should happen again.  

 

Because we are a  federation of garden clubs, each of 
our clubs will likely choose to reflect (or not) on what 
changes will be helpful—and then take appropriate ac-
tion. We may also need to come up with some recom-
mendations or “boilerplate” language for clubs to con-
sider. Perhaps a place to start would be to take the    
time to consider some of the following questions: 

What is the “culture” of our club? If it is not what we 
want, what do we need to do to change it? Some of our 
current members (and especially prospective new mem-
bers) may not come from a  gardening background. How 
do we make what we do relevant to them? 

What time of the day and day of the week should we be 
meeting? What are the connection activities that help 
keep us linked together between meetings? Have we 
taken steps to make sure that all members are included?  
Are we careful to see that none of our current members 
drop out because of their inability to pay dues? Do we 
give everyone an equal right to be heard or are some of 
us “more equal” than others? Do we make sure all of  
our club members have an assignment that will keep 
them involved and coming back because they are        
actively invested in our clubs? 

Finally, two related questions: 

1) If there were one thing you could change about your 
club, what would it be? 

2) If there were one thing you could change about your 
personal involvement/relationship with your club, 
what would it be? If you answer those two ques-
tions, you now have the start of “a plan” to make 
both your club and your relationship with it ever 
better. I move, “let’s do it!” 
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Recycling 
Plastic  
 
Plastic…It is everywhere today. It is an oil-based product 

that has replaced aluminum cans, glass bottles, metal for 

pipes and construction materials, and paper for bags. Look 

around your kitchen or office and you will be amazed at 

the amount of plastic you’ll see. It will be with us for hun-

dreds or thousands of years, since it does not easily de-

compose. It does break down into micro or nano-plastic 

particles that show up in fish and seabirds in alarming 

quantities. It is now in our food supply, the water we 

drink, and even in the air we breathe. It is estimated that 

we ingest about a credit card size of plastic every week. 
 

Some interesting statistics:  

• 78 billion kilograms of plastic packaging materials were 

produced in 2013. Only 14 percent were even collected 

for recycling and just 2 percent were actually recycled. 

Today the world is using about 400 billion kilograms of 

plastic a year.  

• Coca-Cola used 3 billion kilograms of plastic in 2018 to 

produce 117 billion plastic bottles. They claim 52 percent 

of these were recycled. That leaves about 56 billion or 8 

bottles for every man, woman, or child on this planet to 

deal with. 

• Landfills are the present destination for the bulk of our 

unused plastic. A plant outside of Salem, Oregon is burn-

ing plastic in an incinerator that is heated to 2,000 de-

grees to create a near-complete combustion that neu-

tralizes most toxic compounds in plastic. Global plastic 

incineration currently creates the CO2 pollution of 189 

coal plants. By 2050, that is expected to more than triple 

to the equivalent of 615 coal plants. 
 

If you thought the Oregon Bottle Bill was bad, in the near 

future you might be paying 10 cents for every tub of 

butter or cup of yogurt you buy. Banning plastic shopping 

bags and straws is just a feel good measure. The real work 

is yet to come. Big businesses will be forced to pay their 

fair share, but you know who will pay for it in the long run. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Stan Chiotti 
Recycling Chairman 

Wildflower Study Group 
Trillium Naming  
 
For many of you, the wildflowers planted two years ago 

and more, are just now beginning to bloom again. The    

lupines are lush in bloom and we are having some spreads 

of California Poppies. We still have a few packets of the 

perennial wildflower mix that we can send to your club, to 

disperse along your roadways. Let me know if you want 

one and I can send it to you.  
 

Concerning the Legislative Concept to name the Trillium as 

the State Wildflower, there is no news on that for now. 

There is a related project I will need some help with con-

cerning all the names of supporters we have gathered. I 

need someone willing to take the information and create a 

spreadsheet we can use later this year to contact those 

people by e-mail and prepare them for the future letter 

writing needed to get the naming accomplished. With that, 

we can “get the boots on the ground” and have a success-

ful campaign during the 2021 full Legislative session. 
 

With the issues related to the quarantine, I have not heard 

back from Senator Johnson’s office. She has been busy with 

the Emergency Board demands as well as isolating or stay-

ing at home. But I will try to make contact now that the 

state is loosening up.  
 

Hang in there. By the way, the trillium was beautiful in our 

yards this Spring, even my one lonesome plant by my front 

door. It was sheltered, too, so the deer did not dine on it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Submitted by Lynn Chiotti  

Legislative and Wildflower Project Coordinator 

       
Committee News 
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Committee News 

Endowment Report 
Our investments are with Ameriprise Financial. Robert 

Welle of Falcon Ridge Wealth Management, Salem, OR, 

Certified Financial Planner, is our personal advisor. 

The initial investment made on 10/25/2017 with 

$280,000 has continued to grow. We withdrew $15,000 

to supplement the treasury during the 2017-19 term, and 

another $10,000 during this term. This allows us to draw 

out for use of dedicated funds accumulated prior to 2017 

and to supplement cash flow in our checking account, 

thus serving as a savings account. Allowing for those 

withdrawals, the gain in value over this two- and one-half 

year period, as of April 30, 2020, is $8,946.59, which has 

been distributed proportionally in our accounting to the 

dedicated funds and general funds. 

 

Penny Pines Report 
“Penny Pines” is a cooperative project between National 

Garden Clubs and the US Forest Service, to use donated 

funds to replant National Forests damaged by natural 

causes. Some funds are also used for educational pro-

grams. Donations are sent to NGC in the amount of 

$68.00, which is designated as one plantation of approxi-

mately an acre. OSFGC began sending funds in 2009. To 

date, we have sent sufficient donations for 582 planta-

tions. 
 

During the past year 28 clubs sent donations for Penny 

Pines, either full multiples of $68.00, or partial donations, 

which are grouped to make $68.00 amounts when sub-

mitted to NGC. At this time, funds for 71 plantations have 

been sent, including a substantial amount carried over 

from the last fiscal year, and sufficient funds are on hand 

for more to be sent. One club sent their 3 plantations  

directly to NGC, making 74 from Oregon so far this year. 
 

Thanks to all who participate in any amount. Every penny 

counts! 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Karen Brown 
Endowment Committee Chairman  
Penny Pines OSFGC, Inc. Chairman 

Blue Star Markers 
We have two Blue Star Highway Markers ready to rededi-
cate at some point this Fall.   

• # 17: The Biggs Junction marker which has been moved 
to the Deschutes River Park and was due to be rededi-
cated at the Spring board Meeting in March, is in the 
ground and waiting for a Fall event. To refresh your 
memory, this marker, whose dedication time is un-
known, was destroyed and never replaced. We do know 
it was originally placed some time in the late 1960’s. 

• #6: The Washburne Marker was dedicated June 19, 
1953, replaced and rededicated Sept. 11, 2000. It has 
been replaced by the Oregon Parks and Recreation De-
partment and waiting for rededication at the South 
Benton Community Museum in Monroe. Hopefully late 
Summer or Fall. 

Two new Markers are scheduled for some time this year. 
A Byway in Parkdale and a Highway Marker at Bly. Signifi-
cant of this marker is to commemorate the May 5, 1945 
Incendiary balloon bomb that was sent by the Japanese. 
This balloon travelled 6200 miles on air currents with the 
intention of diverting attention and resources from the 
war effort and causing vast Western wildfires. The trage-
dy that occurred was the deaths of a family of 6 who 
were picnicking in the place where the bomb landed. 
They were the only such deaths on American soil. 

There are others in the dream pile. As we find out more 
information, we will let you know. Please contact me if 
your dreams include a marker. I am always up to coming 
for a visit, if you need support. This virus has set us back a 
bit, but we will move forward. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Nancy Ebsen 
Blue Star Marker Chairman 
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Committee News 

 

OSFGC, Inc. Insurance 
 

The Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs currently 
purchases three policies: 

 

1. Commercial General Liability insurance policy covers 
the period of 3/20/2020 to 3/20/2021 through the Phil-
adelphia Insurance company for the annual premium 
price of $2,209. This policy insures the OSFGC, Districts 
and Clubs in good standing and their members while 
performing Garden Club activities, plus added “Insured” 
coverage for the venues/locations for events by provid-
ing for the legal assistance and settlement costs in the 
event of lawsuits involving bodily and/or property dam-
age claims. There have been 18 requests this year for 
added “Insured” coverage. 

 

2. Directors & Officers insurance policy covers the pe-
riod of 9/1/20 to 9/1/21 through the Cincinnati Insur-
ance company for the annual premium price of $750. 
This policy insures the Board of the OSFGC by providing 
for the legal assistance and settlement costs in the 
event of lawsuits against the Board for dereliction or 
violations of policies and procedures. 

 

3. The OSFGC Crime/Theft insurance policy covers the 
period of 7/1/20 to 7/1/21 through the Hartford Insur-
ance company for the annual premium price of $243. 
This policy insures the OSFGC for the replacement of 
loss of money due to theft, fraud, credit card abuse, etc. 

 

The Agent of Record who manages these policies with the 
Chairperson is Rod Comer with the Great Basin Insurance 
Agency in Klamath Falls, OR. The instructions in the State 
Directory that explain how clubs and members can learn 
about General Liability coverage are still current. 

 
Submitted by Andy Swanson 

Insurance Chairman 

Life Membership 

There have been no Life Membership applications since 

March. I realize that clubs are not meeting during this 

pandemic, but don’t forget to stay in touch with each 

other. Most clubs give life memberships to their  club 

presidents and anyone else deserving of recognition. We 

will meet again and presenting a Life Membership pin 

will be an honor given to worthy members. Remember, 

Life Membership funds our ability to grant scholarships. 
 

We have a problem that needs your help.  
My listings of Life Members are a permanent record and 

are listed in the books I bring to convention each year. 

The pink pages in our directory also  a listing of those 

Life Members.  There are many listed there that are   

deceased or no longer members of a garden club. We 

would like to change that listing to reflect ACTIVE mem-

bers. We would like all club presidents to check their 

current member list against the pink pages and make a 

list of who could be removed.  Send the updated infor-

mation to me at djdahrens@gmail.com. We really          

appreciate your help! 

 
 

Submitted by Jenny Dahrens 
OSFGC, Inc. Life Membership Chairman  

State Directory Addition 

Sherry Cossey 

4055 Royal Ave., #20 

Eugene, Oregon 97402-6820 
 

Submitted by Darby Walker 
Corresponding Secretary 

mailto:djdahrens@gmail.com
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Committee News 

Pollinator Gardens 

If the stress of being confined at home during the corona-
virus pandemic is getting you down, don’t despair, espe-
cially if you have a garden or live near a public area that 
could benefit from a neighborhood garden.  

Encouraging, developing and supporting Pollinator Gar-
dens has been our ongoing theme. We have shared why 
our pollinators are in distress and have given ideas to sup-
port them.  Many of you have accepted our challenge. 
New gardens seem to be sprouting up all over Oregon and 
you are to “Bee” congratulated for your efforts. Let’s keep 
it going!  

Another pollinator garden, located in Mary S. Young Park 
in West Linn, is completed and already attracting our flying 
friends. A grant was applied for and accepted by the Clack-
amas County Chapter of Master Gardeners.  The West Linn 
Garden Club also gave financial assistance. Site prepara-
tion began, issues were addressed, and the new pollinator 
plants arrived. Dozens and dozens of plants are looking 
great in their new environment. Come and visit soon. 

Looking back, the Pollinator Garden at the Dallas Post 
Office started as a modest project by the Dallas Garden 
Club to add additional color into an essentially overgrown 
area in the early spring. The postmaster was excited for 
the help and the community has been very supportive. 
The Club notes that not every plant in the garden attracts 
pollinators, but many do:.  Folks are taking note that 
“beauty and bees” are a winning combination.  

If you haven’t experienced this for yourself on a personal/
club level, it’s not too late to start. In our experience, that 
usually involves answering several “P” questions. What is 
the Plan? Where is the Place? Do we need Permission? 
What are the Plants? Who are the People who will help? 
What Publicity can we generate to support this project 
and help build awareness for our Club?  And, finally, don’t 
forget to plan the Party to celebrate all your creative 
efforts and fellowship in creating something significant for 
your community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Jane Sercombe & Mike Stewart 
Pollinator Garden Committee Co-chairmen 

Fall Garden Fair 2020 

The 2019-2020 fiscal year began with great anticipation 
for planning and creating an even better 2020 Fall Gar-
den Fair, (our third year), at The Oregon Garden – Ore-
gon’s Premier Garden in Silverton. Initial contacts were 
made regarding the date selection, but ultimately our 
committee was put on “hold” to allow the Garden free-
dom to first schedule the facility for Fall Weddings, and 
other events that generate much needed revenue for 
them. This was disappointing news for us and, following 
consultation with President Tanja, it was agreed that 
OSFGC would not proceed with its plans for this year’s 
Fair.  

Little did we know that would turn out to be a wise de-
cision given the world-wide COVID-19 Pandemic which 
arrived in January and ultimately “closed” Oregon and 
the nation, in March! As of this report, Oregon is gradu-
ally reopening in some counties.   Marion County, home 
of The Oregon Garden, is still in Phase I which includes 
“social distancing” of at least six feet apart from anoth-
er person and groups of no more than ten. All major 
crowd events remain closed to help contain the spread 
of the virus. As such, everything has been greatly 
affected by this virus – our monthly garden club 
meetings, fund-raising events, the OSFGC annual con-
vention, and more were all cancelled.  

These cancellations were unprecedented and were ma-
jor disappointments on many levels, but our members 
are resilient and have sought new strategies to stay 
connected with one another. We’ve pulled weeds, dug, 
divided and shared plants.  We’ve even slipped out for 
a few trips to local nurseries to purchase new plants 
and to do our part to keep our economy alive -while 
always wearing our masks and maintaining the proper 
“social distancing.”  

Enhancing our personal garden sanctuary not only has 
added beauty and aided our pollinators, but it has given 
us hope for tomorrow. Rest assured, it will get better. 
We gardeners are tough…and greatly blessed because 
of our gardens and each other.  

 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Gaye Stewart 
Fall Garden Fair Chairman 
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OSFGC Willamette National    
Cemetery Report 
 
OSFGC has continued the beauty of Willamette National 

Cemetery known as “Arlington of the West” since 1953, 

starting with landscaping projects, raising funds to pur-

chase Carillon Bells and a tower. Through the diligence 

and hard work of these volunteers and donations from 

various sources, $40,000 was raised to permanently in-

stall the bells, tower and music.  
 

The Avenue of Flags was adopted by OSFGC in 1983. Gar-

den Club members and friends donated 400 casket flags, 

150 flag standards and purchased 350 flag poles. As the 

flags wave in the breeze on Memorial Day, they are truly 

a beautiful memorial to our departed veterans.  
 

We have two Blue Star Markers in the cemetery, The 

Oregon Korean War Memorial located in the rose gar-

dens and the second marker is located by the main office 

parking lot.  
 

Three years ago we were asked to plant the twelve foot 

star at the entrance of the cemetery, Multnomah Gar-

den Club members planted 300 red, white and blue mil-

lion bells petunias. As you see in the added picture, it is 

just beautiful.  

 

 

 

The dedicated funds for Willamette National Cemetery 

are almost depleted, so please open your HEARTS and 

DONATE so we can continue what OSFGC started in 

1953. 
 

 
 
 
 

Submitted by Peggy Olin 

       
Committee News 

Gardens of Enchantment  
Keeping the Magic Alive 
 

Hasn’t this year been wild? People around the world being 

infected with COVID-19, all of us introduced to the word 

“pandemic,” businesses having to close down (many will not 

re-open), millions of Americans filing for unemployment, 

and on, and on, and on. 
 

The Gardens of Enchantment at Hull Park in Sandy ignore all 

of that as the perennials bloom (along with the weeds!), the 

bushes grow (and need to be trimmed!), and some colorful 

annuals have been planted and are being watered and ferti-

lized. Mother Nature keeps us all on a steady course toward 

beauty and peacefulness. 
 

Clackamas and Multnomah District gardeners got a rather 

late start, due to weather and the virus, but some clubs 

have managed to adhere to social distancing, have used 

facial coverings, and have been able to get some work ac-

complished in the Gardens. 
 

The annual event “Fundraiser Breakfast” has been post-

poned until September. At this time however, the Hull Foun-

dation is not sure if it will be possible to hold, again due to 

guidelines for assemblies that will be in force in September. 
 

Weddings and other gatherings have been canceled or post-

poned, also impacting the incoming revenue stream and 

hurting the bottom line. Hull was able to secure funding 

from the first wave of help from the federal government. 

However, it was for only about a month’s worth of staff pay. 

All employees who were laid off were able to come back for 

that time, and some worked in the Gardens helping to plant, 

trim, water, and fertilize. 
 

Other income and monies will allow some regular programs 

for the blind and low-vision participants to continue for 

most of the summer, however some of the employees will 

have to be laid off unless funding is restored.  
 

If you are in the Sandy area and you would like to stop by 

the Gardens of Enchantment, Monday – Friday, 10 am-4 

pm, please call the Park at 503.668.6195 to be sure they are 

open. If you are able to make it out…Welcome! 

 
 
 

Submitted by Carolyn Olley  
OSFGC, Inc. 2nd Vice President 

OSFGC Gardens of Enchantment Chairman 
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State News - Awards 

Awards 
Kathy Simmons, Chairman 
 
It has been an exciting first year as your Awards Chairman. A 
special thank you to those members who have submitted re-
quests this year. I appreciate the ample lead time given for 
completing your award requests. 

Nearly 50  District and Club Certificates of Appreciation have 
been processed so far this year. I’m not sure if that’s a lot but 
it has kept me busy. Creativity and organization are the names 
of the game in this job. I’m looking forward to next year and 
what’s in store. Keep your eyes and ears open to the many 
special acts of our members. They deserve our thanks for a job 
well done.  
 

National Awards 
• Linda Nelson Bentson Scholarship: Kimberly May Ortiz 

• Member of Honor: Nancy Ebsen 
 

Pacific Region Awards 
• Member of Honor: Nancy Ebsen 

• Newsletters 

• 1st Place (State): Mahonia (6b) 
• 3rd Place (Club): Garden Clippings-Medford Garden Club 

(2a) 

OSFGC Awards  
• Newsletters 

• 1st Place (State): The Mahonia  

• 1st Place (Club, Class 2, 30-50 members): The Cultivator, 
Dallas Garden Club, Capitol District 

• 1st Place (Club, Class 3, 51-100 members): Garden          
Clippings, Medford Garden Club, Siskiyou District 

Certificates of Merit   

Bruna McBride Historian 
30 Years 

• Beaverton Garden Club (Pioneer District) 

70 Years 

• Ashland Garden Club (Siskiyou District) 

• Odell Garden Club (Mt. Hood District) 

90 Years 

Milwaukie Garden Club (Clackamas District) 

Garden of Distinction 
Jane Sercombe, Chairman 
 

Article by Bruna McBride.                                               
Beaverton Garden Club is the winner of the State Gar-
den of Distinction. 
 

In March of 2007 a Blue Star Marker was dedicated in 
Beaverton Veterans Memorial Park. With a grant from 
the Roadside Council, Beaverton Garden Club land-
scaped the plot and added a plaque.  
 
Little by little, the American Legion asked us to main-
tain another section of the park until now we maintain 
four different sections along with the help of the Tuala-
tin Valley Recreation District which helps us with water 
and mulch when needed. In February of 2014 we do-
nated a bench to the garden and along with members 
of the American Legion we installed it on a cement pad 
that anchored it down. A Purple Heart section was  
added in 2015. 
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State News - Awards 

Yearbooks  
Peggy Schaller, Chairman  

As Yearbook Chairman it has been my pleasure to work 
with Carolyn Olley and Sally Thompson. They were re-
markable judges and I appreciated their input.   

Last year we only had seven or eight entries—this year 
we had 18! It is my intention to get the books back from 
state well before September 1 and mail them to each 
club with a copy of the judges’ comments. I hope this will 
be an encouragement and help with their choices next 
year.  Below are the winners of each category: 
 
Clubs under 20 members (Class I) 

1st Petal Pushers GC Multnomah District 

2nd Chahalem GC  Pioneer District 

3rd Posey Pickers GC Clackamas District 

HM Central Point GC Siskiyou District                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   

Clubs between 20-29 Members (Class II) 

1st Odell GC  Mt. Hood  District                                                                                                                                                                                                  

2nd Oakridge GC                     Willamette District  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Clubs between 30-44 members (Class III) 

1st Tigard GC  Pioneer District 

1st Northside GC  Klamath District 
 

Clubs between 45-69 members (Class IV) 

1st Beaverton GC  Pioneer District 

2nd Coos Bay GC  Rogue District 

3rd Illinois Valley GC Siskiyou District 

HM Villa GC   Portland District 

 

Clubs between 70-99 members (Class V) 

1st  Grants Pass GC  Siskiyou District 

 

Yearbook Cover Only 

Clubs under 20 members (Class I) 

1st Chehalem GC  Pioneer District 

2nd Central Point GC Siskiyou District  

3rd Multnomah GC  Portland District 
 

Clubs between 20-29 Members (Class II) 

1st Oakridge GC  Willamette District 
 

Clubs between 30-44 members (Class III) 

1st  Tigard GC  Pioneer District 
 

Clubs between 45-69 members (Class IV) 

1st Coos Bay GC  Rogue District 
 

Clubs between 70-99 members (Class V) 

1st Grants Pass GC  Siskiyou District 

 

Newsletters   
Norma Curtis, Chairman 

• 1st Place (State): The Mahonia  

• 1st Place (Club, Class 2, 30-50 members): The Cultivator, 
Dallas Garden Club, Capitol District 

• 1st Place (Club, Class 3, 51-100 members): Garden Clip-
pings, Medford Garden Club, Siskiyou District 

Yearbook Covers 2020 Yearbooks 2020 

Newsletters 
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District/Club News 

St. Helens Garden Club 
PIONEER DISTRICT 
 
Keeping our clubs alive and thriving  
during the pandemic 
 
The last four months have proven to be some of the most 
trying times we have all experienced in our lifetimes. Just 
about the time we were planning our gardens, everything 
started to come to a halt.  
 
Most clubs have not met since March, but they are still 
active in their communities. Even though our counties 
have opened up a little, it’s still not enough to allow our 
clubs to meet with social distancing. Unfortunately, many 
clubs are experiencing a loss of members. So many of us 
are in that age group that has compromised immune sys-
tems. It becomes a serious risk for all of us if we meet 
face to face.  
 
We might need to re-think our Fall and Spring Luncheons 
if we still need to keep social distancing. Garden tours 
and State Convention will be challenges as well. Certain 
limits will possibly need to be imposed, such as shorter 
conventions, perhaps having different regions of the state 
holding their own meetings using the state theme and 
speakers. That way it would be a smaller number of 
members. While State Board meetings could rotate 
among the same regions they could possibly be held by 
either teleconference or one of the video platforms like 
Zoom. 
 
Club meetings could be every other month, brown bag 
lunches with hostesses providing dessert and beverages. 
Each club and district are different. Brainstorm and come 
up with various ideas that can be adapted to your local 
area. Remember, garden clubbing is about growing, 
showing and sharing. Be willing to learn new things and 
step up and share an idea. Step back and listen to other 
ideas. You just might find a spark that can ignite a new 
passion for you and your club. 
 
Let’s all get through this Pandemic and come out the oth-
er side, more vibrant and stronger, caring and more will-
ing to listen.  
 

 
Submitted by Lynne Chiotti 

St. Helens Garden Club 

Dallas Garden Club 
CAPITOL DISTRICT 
 
National Garden Week 
The Dallas Garden Club enjoyed participating in the an-
nual recognition of the National Garden Week, June 7-
13, by creating fresh floral bouquets for three Dallas 
Businesses: 
• The Old Mill Feed & Garden Store 
• Some Things, an art and collectibles store 
• The Columbia Bank 
 
Each bouquet was received with joy and great delight by 
the three businesses, with one employee saying, “This 
made it a perfect day.” A small sign beneath each bou-
quet indicated that it was presented by the Dallas Gar-
den Club in honor of National Garden Week. 
 
This event gave us a great opportunity to “live” our 
motto of, “Making a Difference where we live!” 

 
Submitted by Gaye Stewart 

Dallas Garden Club President 
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MT HOOD DISTRICT 

Parkdale Garden Club, Odell Garden Club, and Hood River Evening Garden Club are in an area full of orchards and vineyards 

that go from Mount Hood to the Columbia River. Dufur Garden Club is near ranching and wheat fields. Traveling south on 197 

rolling wheat fields, enormous skies, and Mount Hood are part of the vista to Maupin on the Deschutes River. Members of 

the Maupin Dig and Hoe Garden Club are from the surrounding small communities. Some members live higher in the pines 

and oaks, and others in the sagebrush and junipers. Despite the various climates we inhabit we can get together to celebrate, 

learn, and share our common experience of being in a garden club.  
 

All of our clubs are committed to serving their communities by contributions to organizations that meet our criteria. We also 

serve by doing. Hood River Evening Garden Club tends their community rose and pollinator garden. Parkdale Garden Club 

tends the Parkdale Bicentennial Memorial Garden and fills containers with flowers for their city. Maupin had waist high plant-

ers built for Canyon Rim Assisted Living and helped to get residents started gardening in them. Maupin helps their city to pro-

vide hanging baskets for the main street. Dufur provided 40 vases of flowers for a local luncheon of the Pioneers of Wasco 

County. They also provide learning opportunities to children in their school such as demonstrating pruning techniques, weed 

identification, and a field trip to the Oregon Gardens. Odell makes swags for others and businesses. They have a flower show 

for the public during the Hood River County Fair.  
 

Our members are generous with their time for local, district, and state activities. Hood River Valley Clubs’ members Diana and 

Lee Caryl and Lauree Winfield are working on reestablishing a Blue Star Marker at The Deschutes River State Park. Maupin Dig 

and Hoe Garden Club received a Plant America Grant to redesign the Blue Star Marker garden in Maupin. The redesign al-

lowed for low maintenance, water saving, and more attention to the Blue Star Marker.  

The district’s committee to host the Spring 2020 Board Meeting planned, fundraised, and organized, but had to shelve the 

event until another time unfortunately, due to COVID-19. Those on the committee brought so much experience and talent to 

the effort. It was an honor to be a small part of it.   
 

Submitted by Kathy Kelsay  
Mt. Hood District Director 

   
District/Club News 

PORTLAND DISTRICT 

In September, Multnomah Garden Club voted to change the months to meet from September through June, to having 

meetings September and October, and March through June. No meetings November through February.  
 

September, we had a wonderful pot luck dinner and planned for our months ahead, while in October we had a speaker from 

7 Dee’s Nursery. In December we did get together for a field trip to Al’s Gardens and went out to lunch. March saw us with a 

speaker who talked about “Easy to grow flowers for bees and butterflies.”  
 

Janet Parenteau had planted tulips in one gallon pots for the Spring Portland District Luncheon, but with the Luncheon being 

cancelled with the “stay a home” order in place,  some were sold while others were donated. Janet took six pots to West Hills 

Rehabilitation to enjoy as they were just beginning to bloom. They were grateful for the wonderful gesture, with each pot 

having different colors.  
 

During this time of not having our meetings, we have been keeping in touch with each other through email, phone, texting 

and more.  
 

We have all missed our wonderful monthly meetings! 
 

Submitted by Peggy Olin  
Portland District Director 
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CAPITOL DISTRICT  

Capitol District has not been a functioning district for a 

number of years. This past year we got the district back on 

its feet, only to be sidelined by COVID-19. 
 

But before all that happened, we had several events, in-

cluding a summer social where we got together for the 

first time in years. Our clubs shared summer events with 

the district, including Grow and Show Garden Club's annu-

al member garden tours and Dallas Garden Club's summer 

garden tour and BBQ, both well attended by our clubs. The 

clubs also opened their field trips to everyone in the dis-

trict and we had fun touring nurseries and other places 

while meeting new friends from all the clubs.  
 

Last fall was our first district meeting in several years and 

it was well received, with more than 30 in attendance. We 

are holding our district meetings in the afternoon the last 

Saturday of the month in April and October in hopes that 

more will be able and willing to attend a shorter meeting 

on a weekend. This also allows us to have a less expensive 

meeting for our members because we are not providing a 

meal, but we do break for desserts (the best part of any 

meal). Our fall meeting cost members just $5 to attend. 
 

We have had our trials jump-starting the district: a new 

bank account had to be opened, new bylaws and oper-

ating procedures had to be written because we couldn't 

find a copy of the original ones (except for one from 1976; 

the meetings were just 50 cents to attend!) The executive 

committee met every month between July 2019 and Feb-

ruary 2020 to work on these issues. Our plan was to send 

out the new documents to all the club members in our 

district before the spring district meeting so that we could 

vote on them at the meeting. 
 

We were well into preparations for our Spring District 

Meeting when everything shut down. Now that Marion 

and Polk Counties are in phase 1 of reopening, the execu-

tive committee will start meeting again and hopefully, we 

will have our fall meeting as planned! 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Shelley Joyce 
Capitol District Co-director 

 
District/Club News 

KLAMATH DISTRICT 

The year started off great, with new officers installed and 
starting their new positions. 

Club members have been working cooperatively on sev-
eral projects organizing and successfully carrying out the 
annual plant sale, presenting horticultural display and 
floral design at the Klamath County Fair Flower Show 
and Potato Festival Flower Show (in Merrill, Oregon) and 
participating in community functions to bring gardening 
and floral design attention to local youth and adults 
alike. 

Each club has accomplished worthy projects within the 
community:   

The Tree League has helped supply many cords of wood 
and yards of mulch to the public when the old Elm trees 
were felled at Roosevelt School.   

Northside Garden Club has been defining goals and in-
creasing visibility in the community, developing a strate-
gy to increase membership and tirelessly working at 
Marta’s House enhancing the beauty of the area.  

Evening Primrose Club participated in several communi-
ty events, attended a garden tour, have 3 new members 
and had interesting programs at their meetings.   

As COVID-19 set on the country, social distancing and 
“stay at home” order has been the new normal, all 
meetings have been discontinued. But there is HOPE! 
We may be able to start meetings in July or August. We 
are having warmer days with a little rain. Gardens are 
growing and the flowers are blooming their little hearts 
out.  

 

Submitted by Joanne Johnston 
Klamath District Director 
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ROGUE DISTRICT  
 

The Rogue District Garden Clubs focused their attention 

on continued community enhancement, fundraisers, 

public and private garden tours and honoring U.S. Vet-

erans as well as recruiting new members. 
 

Coos Bay Garden Club: While partnering with Point 

Man Ministries (PMM), dedicated Oregon’s second 

Gold Star Memorial By-Way marker at the David 

Dewett Veterans Memorial located off Highway 101 in 

North Bend, OR. A Gold Star marker pays tribute to all 

Gold Star Families whose loved ones paid the ultimate 

price. This was also an opportunity to create a second 

public pollinator garden. Please refer to the 2019 Fall 

Mahonia article written by 1st Vice President Cheryl 

Drumheller for pictures and details.   
 

Coquille Valley Garden Club: Is instrumental in their 

city’s beautification program by caring for  

multiple planter boxes throughout the city, year-round, 

and maintaining summer hanging flower baskets.   
 

Friends of Hinsdale Garden: Continue to work with U.S. 

Bureau of Land Management to provide public and pri-

vate garden tours off Highway 38. The Club helped fund 

an interpretive kiosk and visitor sign-in structure that 

was recently installed.  
 

Sunset Garden Club: Hosted our District Fall Meeting 

themed “Halloween Dreams.” Various effects of global 

warming were shared by Ann Schmierer, from the Wild 

Rivers Land Trust. In addition, Sunset’s members pro-

vide community curbside appeal and were able to 

award a $1000 scholarship to a graduating high school 

senior. 
   
Each of our four clubs increased their membership 

since July 1, 2019, taking on the challenge to grow their 

membership. Through community involvement, knowl-

edgeable speakers, fun workshops and word-of-mouth 

invites, our clubs are providing support and friendships 

with like-minded gardeners. 

 
 

Submitted by Mary Kerr 
Rogue District Director 

       
District/Club News 

BLUE MOUNTAIN DISTRICT 
 

Blue Mountain District is not a very active district. With only 

three clubs that are far apart from each other, it is hard to 

get together for District Meetings. All three clubs have their 

own activities such as plant sales, working with various 

groups (like 4H), and more. Of course, due to COVID-19, 

many activities have been canceled or postponed.  
 

Last fall, several of the members met in Condon, Oregon to 

honor a long time member, Eva Lou Greiner. Oregon State 

Federation of Garden Clubs president, Tanja Swanson and 

her husband Andy also attended the celebration of life.  
 

Hopefully this fall, members of Blue Mountain District can 

plan a meeting and see how all the clubs are doing. 

 
Submitted by Cece Delfs  

Blue Mountain District Director 

 

 

 

It was such a shock when I heard that Pamela Crider 

passed away so suddenly in May. She did such a wonder-

ful job keeping up our Facebook page. She managed to 

find something interesting to post every single day. 

 

Nobody can do the job like Pamela did, so I decided to 

involve all of you. 

 

I would like one person from each district to become an 

“Administrator” for the OSFGC Facebook page. That way 

we get information from all districts and it won’t be a 

huge job for just one person. 

 

Post pictures from your distanced plant sales, your picnics 

in the park (6 ft apart).  When things go back to normal 

your meetings and events. 

 

Please let me know who from your district is interested! 
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Sending an image, such as a photo, to the Mahonia  Newsletter implies your permission to publish. Images 

by or of children under 18 must be backed up by a “Youth Release of Publication” form.  It is available on 

the OSFGC website.

2021 

Date: TBA   Spring State Board Meeting  Location: TBA 

May 17-20   NGC Convention:    East Rutherford, New Jersey 

Forget-Me-Not 
Say thank-you or honor someone special here.                                       

Send your tribute to the Editor and a check for $10 to                       

Treasurer Margaret Taylor, PO Box 81, Hood River  OR,  97031. 

                     Calendar of Events 

     
District/Club News 

PIONEER DISTRICT 
 

Many of our clubs normally have meetings, garden tours and field trips during the summer months, but those have 
been canceled since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. Many members are sharing photos of their plants and 
gardens. Public parks, Blue Star Markers and downtown hanging baskets are still being maintained by our members.   
 
Pioneer District was to host the 2020 Vision State Convention for OSFGC. Margaret Jeppesen was our fearless leader 
and we worked on it for two years. We were excited about our speakers, workshops and tours. The State Convention 
has been postponed until June of 2022. 
 
Our clubs have been keeping in touch with members through newsletters, phone, photo and email. Some clubs call the 
person in front and behind their name in their directories. It is so important to keep in touch with one another. We are 
a social people and we need interaction. 
 
Nature is another way to improve our mental and physical health, and I have enjoyed my garden immensely. The colors 
of flowers and plants are so vibrant. Since I have been home more, it may be that I am noticing them more. 
 
Hope all of you stay safe. Enjoy the quiet time that we now have. Get plenty of fresh air and enjoy what nature has to 
offer. 
 

Submitted by Peggy Trees 
Pioneer District Director 


