




















Jumping Worm
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HAVE YOU
SEEN
ME?

JUMPING WORM

Amynthas agrestis

The Jumping

Worm is an invasive
species endemic to

% Korea and Japan. They
spread through horticulture, fishing,
composting, and hiking. Their
introduction to the United states has
led to changes in soil composition,
nutrient cycling, and litter layer
decomposition, posing a threat to
understory species. The severity of
their impacts in the PNW are unclear,
but studies are underway.

There are confirmed sightings in Oregon,
Washington, and BC, with a heavy presence
along the I-5 corridor.

[DENTIFICATION

Color
Red/brown/purple with iridescence

Size

.70, Amynthas agrestis
_.m.u:@.%. 70-160 mm Reproductive Adult
Width: 5-8 mm
Mouth

This species has a large distinct
mouth

Segments

# of Segments: 63-100

Setae
The middle of each segment has
a ring of >40 setae

Clitellum o
c : c spermatheca
The clitellum is present in pores . >

\

segments 14-16. It is smooth,
milky in color, flush with the body
and fully encircles the worm.

Spermathecal Pores
3 pairs between segments 5-6,
6-7,7-8

Movement

cocoons

Erratic jumping movement that can

last upwards of 30 minutes SCAN FOR

Cocoon

Color: orange-brown MORE INFO

Size: 2-3mm
1-3 embryos per cocoon




PREVENTION

Prevention is always the first line of defense against
invasive species, and the most cost-effective. It is
important to understand potential transport
pathways, and follow prevention protocols, to
minimize their spread.

Soil and Organic Material

Jumping Worms, and their cocoons, can be

transported via soil, compost, and other organic

materials. Whether you are transporting material

from one property to another, or bringing home a

new purchase, it is essential to check all soil and

organic material for worms and cocoons.

*  (lean dirt and debris off shoes and equipment
before entering a new area

»  Examine plants before transplanting

»  Buy bareroot stock when possible

*  Inspect compost, mulch, and soil

*  Never share compost, mulch, soil, or plants
with a known infestation

Fishing Bait

Jumping Worms are commonly sold as fishing bait

because of their sustained erratic thrashing

movements.

*  Never buy fishing bait under the name Jumping
Worm, Asian Jumping Worm, Crazy Worms,
Alabama Jumpers;.or Snake Worms

»  Seal all fishing bait as tightly as possible

Destroy unused fishing bait

MANAGEMENT

If you find yourself in a position where
Jumping Worms are already present, actions
can be taken, /n addition fo prevention
protocols, to mitigate their impacts.

Heating Soil

Prevention is always the first line of
defense against invasive species. If you find
yourself in a position where Jumping Worms
are already present actions can be taken to
mitigate their impacts.

Jumping Worms, and their cocoons, are
unable to survive temperatures above 40°C
(104°F). Increasing soil temperatures
above this threshold is one way to manage
Jumping Worm populations.

To Increase Environmental Temperatures

* Tarp sections of soil or compost that
receive direct sunlight

* Temporarily place soil in plastic bins
and place in direct sunlight

Other Management Methods
* Apply a vermicide
*  Perform a controlled burn

HOW TO REPORT

There are many tools out there to help
researchers track the spread of invasive species.
Public participation aids in the the process of
early detection and rapid response (EDRR), and
helps protect our native environment.

WASHINGTON

www.invasivespecies.wa.qov/report-a-
sighting/

OREGON

www.oregoninvasiveshotline.org
1-866-INVADER

CALIFORNIA
wildlife.ca.qgov/Conservation/Invasives
866-440-9530
invasives@wildlife.ca.gov

GENERAL

imapinvasives.orq
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