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r*-. FROM THE DESK OF YOUR PRESIDENT

Happy Fall Everyone,

Well, this is one of my favorite times of the year. Mother Nature is putting on
her mantle of harvest with all the beautiful colors and different shades of red,
orange, brown and yellow. The nights are crisp, the days warm and the
sunlight has taken on the golden glow of autumn. It is time for harvest and
preparing for the winter that will shortly come to our neck of the woods here in
the great Pacific Northwest. The herd of Rosevelt Elk have been keeping an
eye on my sister’s garden and checking for when the buffet will be ready.
They have been out in the fields with the cows enjoying the last warmth of the
fall days and putting on their winter coats.

The richness and bounties of the earth are being harvested by gardeners
across our great State. Our OSFGC gardeners share with their families,
friends, local food pantries and food banks the bounties they reap from their
gardens. We continually ask our gardens for a bountiful harvest and each
year they respond to our care and nurturing with food and flowers to share. It
is this sharing and caring with others that reminds us of our connection to the
living earth and the responsibility of stewardship to ensure its fruitful life.

When we have harvested our gardens and start preparing them for rest
during the coming winter months, remember to also help our pollinators
prepare for their winter. They too are harvesting and preparing for the coming
winter. Leave them places to hide, food to gather, and shelter from the
storms. We depend so much on them, so let’s help them during the fall and
winter.

| hope all our OSFGC gardeners reap a bountiful harvest this year.
Thanks so much,

President Becky
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2025 OSFGC State Board Meeting Report

2025 OSFGC State Board Meeting Report

Rebecca Cook
OSFGC President

The 2025 OSFGC Fall Board Meeting was held

Saturday, Sept. 20t" at Westminster Presbyterian

Church in Eugene, OR.

The following items were discussed:

1) The position of 2" Vice President still needs to

be filled

2) The 2025 Convention in Seaside has received

very good reviews and made
3) Committee Chairmen are still needed for

Awards, History Book, Horticulture, National
Garden Week, and the Photography Contest. If

there is no interest in these Committees, we
will consider deleting them. Vivian Chelstad

took the Claire Hanley Scholarship Chair and
Jane Sercombe took the Garden of Distinction
Chair. Thank you both so much for stepping up

and taking those Chairs.

4) National Garden Club still has funds available

for Plant America Grants and there is a
matching grant proposal from Keep America
Beautiful for Plant America. It was passed,
with a lot of discussion, to allow 10% of the

total grant funds to be allocated to non-garden

club 501(c)(3) organizations. The Plant
America logo has been changed from three
leaves to four leaves on the stalk. So, please

discontinue the use of the three-leaf logo and

start using the new one with four leaves.
5) The Presidents Project was discussed,

information on making them and the reporting

form was handed out. The ones brought as

samples and used as table centerpieces were

raffled off. The raffle raised $64, and the

money was donated to the Convention Fund.

6) The new directories were not back from the
printer, but will be handed out at the District
Meetings.

continued

continued

2025 OSFGC State Board Meeting Report

7)

District Directors attending were given a
thumb drive with Robin Pokorski’s
Membership power point that she gave at the
Seaside Convention and the convention
photos on it. They are to pass it around to the
Clubs for their use. District Directors not in
attendance will receive theirs at the District
Meetings.

The following items were discussed, voted on and
passed:

1)

The 2026 OSFGC Convention will be in-person
and a one-day mini convention. It will be held
in the center of the state and all Districts will
be involved. The date will be announced later.
OSFGC will be using a credit card reader (the
Square) for the 2026 mini convention. The
credit card reader will be used at State
functions.

OSFGC will pay for a PO Box for the State
Treasurer.

OSFGC will pay for a heated 10°x10’ storage
unit. All the OSFGC records, awards and
papers will be collected from the State
Historian and Chairmen, past and present, to
be gone through by a committee and digitally
preserved. The storage unit will be in the
Tigard/Beaverton area.

OSFGC will pay for and erect a Gold Star
Marker at Willamette National Cemetery.
Clubs and Districts will be asked for donations
and other funding, if needed, was approve. .

continued on Page 3



2025 OSFGC State Board Meeting Report

Continued from Page 2

2025 OSFGC
State Board Meeting Report

Dates to Remember:

1) District Directors Zoom meetingis
Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 10:00 am.

2) Club Presidents Zoom meetingis
Tuesday, October 28, 2025 at 10:00 am

3) 2026 Convention Dates:
1. NGC - May 4-6, St. Louis, MO
2. OSFGC -June, venue and date, TBA
3. Pacific Region - Oct. 12-14,
Thousand Oaks, CA

4) 2027 Convention Dates
1. NGC - Madison, WS
2. OSFGC -June
3. Pacific Region - Oregon hosts,
venue and date, TBA

Thanks so much to all of you who attended.
President Becky
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PACIFIC REGION UPDATE

Message from the

Pacific Region Director
Tanya Swanson

In April | was installed as the Pacific Region
Director. In May it became official at the National
Convention.

On July 9th we had a Zoom board meeting and
even though Carol Norquist, the PRGC Director
before me had said that she was too busy, she

was there!

The next evening, | got a phone call from Alaska
that Carol had a massive stroke. On July 16
Carol passed away. We were all devastated...
She had been such an enormous help to me
during the transition and was always willing to
answer any questions and offer help
everywhere...

It was wonderful that she helped so much!

But then our Treasurer, Launa Gould, had to
solve the problem of the passwords for the Bank
account. A few days later | was informed by
Greg Pokorski, our parliamentarian, that the
website was gone...

With a lot of work from Carol’s daughter in
Alaska and members in Alaska some of the
passwords for the website were retrieved and
Launa was able to retrieve the website! She
had help from the Arizona President Jennifer
Moreland. Isn’t it wonderful to have a young
person with tech knowledge available?! The
only problem is that the website has a new

ending .com instead of .0rg.
https://pacificregiongardenclubs.com

continued

Message from the
Pacific Region Director

Idaho and Hawaii are not State members
anymore. The Pacific Region offered clubs in
these states a non-voting affiliate membership
for $30 per year. Two clubs in Idaho are now
affiliates! Welcome!

| have started two fundraisers. Bags are $10
apiece. | will bring them whenever | come and
visit.

We also started a fundraiser with the Tru Earth
Company. They make environmentally friendly
cleaning products! If you buy products through
our fundraising page Pacific Region will get
20%. We’'ll see how that goes. | have used
their products for at least 2 years, and | am
satisfied and have the knowledge that | do not
add plastic to the environment.

https://tru-earth.sjv.io/PRGC



https://pacificregiongardenclubs.com/

DISTRICT NEWS

Portland District Garden Clubs

Fall 2025 Update
Submitted by Sue Ceglie
Portland District Garden Club Director

Portland District was well represented at this
year’s Convention in Seaside! Our seven
members who stayed the three days had a great
time enjoying the Market Place and all of the
chances to win beautiful items. We also had
four members who were able to come down one
of the days. We were amazed at the beautiful
“Pocket Gardens” that were centered on
Broadway and were able to meet one of the City
Gardeners.

We were very proud of our District Treasurer, Pat
Allabastro, for her winning entry in horticulture
for “Best in Show”. Our member, Elaine Carlson,
received two awards in Photography, and Villa
Garden Club won third in the State for
Directory/Yearbooks, produced by Velda Altig
and Linda Kenney. We had three birdhouses
which were decorated by two of our clubs: artists
Marlene Serna from Oregon Cactus and
Succulent Club, and Myrna Perkins and Pat
Allabastro from Villa.

We currently have four clubs in the Portland
District: Multnomah Club with Peggy Olin as
President, Oregon Cactus and Succulent Club
with Raychel Gonzalez as President, Tuesday
Morning Garden Club with Carol Hendrickson
President and Sue Ceglie Villa Garden Club
President.

Our goal for the next year is to work on
membership and to see if we might be able to
add another club back for Portland. i

continued '

continued

Portland District Garden Clubs
Fall 2025 Update

We are looking forward to our Fall 2025
Luncheon, where our theme is Haunted Luau.
We will be having a Hawaiian menu and enjoying
speakers from the Portland Rose Society.

Left to right; Velda Altig, Pat Allabastro,
Mary Ann Rogers, Sue Ceglie and Carole

Schuldt

Birdhouse by

Myrna Perkins.
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DISTRICT NEWS

Pioneer District Scholarship
Submitted by Bruna McBride

Pioneer District awarded 3 scholarships this
year. Two students are attending Oregon State
University, and one is attending Eastern Oregon
University.

This was our first year including incoming
freshmen. We will continue this practice for next
year. We presented each studenta $1500
scholarship.
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OSFGC Convention Photos
June, 2025
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OSFGC Convention Photos
June, 2025
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

MEMBERSHIP

Bernadette Peters
OSFGC 15T Vice President

Garden clubs, much like the plants they
nurture, need to grow. One challenge that many
clubs face is getting new members. Let’s look
at one way to draw new people to your club and
help you to grow

Be visible — Don’t be the tree that falls in the
forest with no one around to see. Even if you
make lots of noise, it won’t matter. If your club
takes care of a public garden, let people know.
Put up a sign that tells visitors who makes this
garden look amazing! When you are going to
have a work-day, post on Facebook or
Instagram or even put up a flyer at the local
grocery store, if they will let you. If you're on a
local social media site like NextDoor, post
about it there. Announce well in advance, so
people know when to look for you, and that it's
your club doing this work, not the garden
gnomes that come to life during the night.

continued

continued

MEMBERSHIP

Be inviting — During that work-day at the
public garden, talk to the people who walk by.
These people have left the safety and isolation
of their home, or their car, and are interested.
They aren’t there by accident! Something drew
them to see what’s going on. Not many will be
brave enough to interrupt what looks like a
closed group of friends to ask questions. Keep
an eye out for visitors, be the one to be friendly
and inviting! Ask questions, draw them in, and
invite them to come to your next meeting.

This almost always works. That new member
has already done the hard part. They found
you. Now it’s up to you to bring them into the
amazing, ever-changing world of Garden Club.

Page 9




COMMITTEE UPDATES

Gold Star Marker for

Willamette National Cemetert
Jane Sercombe
Blue and Gold Star Marker Chair

We have great news: a Gold Star Memorial
Marker is approved for installation at
Willamette National Cemetery. The dedication
date will be May 24, 2026. This marker will be
placed at the Administration Building, where it
will be seen by all visitors to the cemetery.
This is a fundraising event as well. Once
again, if everyone gives a little, we will easily
raise the $3,000 needed for the marker.
Donations can be mailed to Karen Brown,
OSFGC Treasurer: 5211 Salmon River Hwy,
Otis, OR 97368-9780.

Currently there are two Blue Star Memorial
Markers at the cemetery. They are placed at
the two entrances to the cemetery.

The Veterans are also helping with the cost
and installation of this marker. Our alliance
with the veterans began in 2022, and many
markers have been added across the state of
Oregon, along with markers purchased by our
clubs and districts.

continued

¥y

continued

Gold Star Marker for
Willamette National Cemetery

The cost of freedom is not free. Please refer to
this handout at the Eugene Board Meeting
where members voted to support this Gold
Star.

Thanks to all of our members for your support
these past years.

Every leaf

speaks bliss

to me

Fluttering

from the

autumn tree. ®
Emily Bronté ‘

“oe
&

&
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CLUB NEWS

Beaverton Garden Club
Bernadette Serry, President

It's been a busy Summer for the Beaverton Garden Club! We took a trip to Wayward Winds
Lavender Farm, learning about different varieties of lavender, and did a lot of work at the Elsie
Stuhr Community Center Garden. Shasta Daisies and Rudbeckia are vigorously trying to take
over, but we will prevail!l We also took part in the Beaverton Area Chamber of Commerce Expo
in July, handing out geraniums at our booth. We got to speak with lots of Beaverton area
residents about what we do, and we generated a lot of interest in joining our club!

Beaverton Garswn Club

The Pioneer District Fall Luncheon will be on
Thursday, October 161, at the Bethel
Congregational Church in Beaverton. The
theme is “Autumn in Provence”, and
registration will begin at 9:30. Our speaker, the
inimitable Judy Alleruzzo of Al's Nursery and
Garden Time TV, will be giving us tips to add a
little French Provincial flair to our gardens, and
we used lavender picked at Wayward Winds
Lavender Farm to make centerpieces!
Beaverton Garden Club and Cedar Mills
Garden Club are working together to put on a
lovely luncheon, so contact your club President
and get your registration in by October 1st..
continued on Page 12
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CLUB NEWS

continued from Page 11

Beaverton Garden Club

The Beaverton Garden Club enjoyed an August
Garden Tour of three members’ gardens:
Denise Tomasovic, Susie Roche-Stewart and
Lydia Holden. We were amazed at the different
displays, arrangements and vignettes at each
home, finishing the tour with a Mexican-themed
potluck fiesta at Lydia’s. It's always interesting
to see what other people do in their gardens,
and we were all honored to be invited to admire
the hard work done by these three!

continued

Beaverton Garden Club

In July we took part in the Beaverton Area
Chamber of Commerce Expo, where we gave
away geraniums and informed people about
what our Garden Club does in and around
Beaverton. Over 6,000 people wandered through
the Expo, so it was a wonderful way for Garden
Clubs to get new members.

August brought the heat, but it had cooled
enough for us to have our summer garden tour
of three members’ homes, followed by a
delicious Mexican-themed Birthday Lunch to
celebrate all the club birthdays in August. The
gardens were gorgeous, the food was delicious,
and there are rumors of a Macarena line dance!

Page 12




CLUB NEWS

Lebanon Garden Club
Joli Root

The Lebanon Garden Club enjoyed a
successful summer, with members appreciating
the opportunity to hold meetings at various
members’ homes, showcasing beautiful
gardens and sharing the fruits of their labor.

At the June meeting, long-standing member
Elsie Kuenzli was honored with the Member of
Distinction Award, which is presented biennially
to a member with at least twenty years of
involvement. Elsie, who has been with the club
since 1992, has served as treasurer, edited the
club yearbook for many years, and chaired the
flower show from 2002 to 2013. She introduced
several enhancements to the annual flower
show, including a youth division and a quilt and
art exhibit. Elsie’s willingness to contribute to
club projects and her friendly nature make her
a valued member. We extend our gratitude to
Elsie for her commitment.

The club continues to expand rapidly. Recently,
newer member Betty Goergon was elected as
club President. Congratulations to Betty, who is
well-known to many members and has now
taken on this important role.

We also express our appreciation to Lynne
Newman, our previous president, for her six
years of leadership and seven years as
treasurer. Thank you, Lynne, for your
dedication and service. continued

Elsie, on left, Member
of Distinction

continued

Lebanon Garden Club
Rose Garden

Our club maintains

the rose garden at

our city park, Ralston
Park. We will soon be
putting the rose
garden to bed this
Fall. It is a vision for all

the public to enjoy. Our club has been maintaining

the rose garden since 2000. It includes, tea roses,
floribundas, shrub roses, climbers, test roses
donated by our local nursery, Green Thumb. It also
includes Memorial roses honoring deceased
members.

We are looking forward to enjoying the Holidays
with all of our garden club friends. ;\*f)
\

L to R: Trudie Bason; VP Bernadette Sterry; Mike
Stewart; Jane Sercombe; Becky Cook; Gaye
Sewart; Ginny Timmerman, Becky’s sister; Ryan
Howell, Post 10 Commander; Joli Root; Ken
Sterry, Bernadette’s husband.
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CLUB NEWS

Sou’Wester Garden Club Programs

2025-2026
Cherita Potter President

We have a wonderful Publicity Chairman.
Sharon Johnson. Sharon has arranged for
great articles in our local paper, which led
to a new member at our Oct. Mtg. and
possibly one more next Month. We have
programs set for the year.

= September 24th at Circle Creek
Conservation Center (cp), Plant Sale
Review, Native Plant Nursery tour &walking
trails

» October 22" Marine Garden by Angela
Whitlock, Marine Program Manager of NCLC
(cp)

= November 19% Fall Flower arranging, by
Jan Smith (MM)

= December 10t Tea Cups, by Sheri
Anderson

» January 28t Native Plant Gardening, by
Hope Stanton(SJ)

» February 25 Propagation, Master
Gardener tbd. (MLH)

» March 25t Ginny Convention Flower Show
Chairman

= April 22" “How To” competitive entries for
the County Fair(MP)

» May 13 Final Prep and Organization for
Plant Sale

» May 22" Plant Sale Set up Fri. 8:30 am -
12:30 pm

May 231 Plant Sale- Sat. arrive at 8:00 am
Clean up, load up, all hands on Deck,
12:00 - 1:30 pm.

* June 3 Field Trip, Brian Bauman’s Farm
& Garden(CP), Gervais, OR. Educational
Workshops, & Fun,

» June 24 Installation of Officers “After Sale
Review’(CP)

Please come join us anytime!

Crisp Fall Days ’
A

There is nothing so lovely as a
crisp fall day
When long summer days are

\ gone.

The colors of autumn have come
to play *

And sing their wonderful song.

We lay out the welcome mat as

they bring their cheerful

R

* greeting.

And cherish the time for we all
know #
their days will soon be fleeting.

Author unknown
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CLUB NEWS

Helping Hands at the Klamath
County South Suburban Library!

Klamath District Garden Clubs
Wanda Baker, District Director

It is so nice to have a place for meetings
and youth projects throughout the year
at our local libvary & they let us store a
small tote between meetings. So, to show
our appreciation a few of our members

decided to help with the gardens upkeep

again this year. Here we have

Bernie digging
As a thank you for all the library’s generous with a smile on
giving to our 3 clubs these ladies gave back. It ﬁerfa,ce.

only takes an hour or two to make our community
beautiful and looking nice. We encourage all our
clubs to remember to thank those in our
communities & support us in so many ways.
Hope you will give back this fall to your
community. We wish a Blessed and Thankful Fall
to all.

Diane was busy cleaning up the
aftermath and Jeannie I think is

still pruning the sage!
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BIG BAD WASPS:
The exception, not the rule

© David Kollen

Every year, as summer turns to fall, it seems that
yellowjackets become both common and pesty.
Sometimes someone will say to me, “There’s a
bee flying around your head” or something to that
effect. | tell them it’'s probably just a yellowjacket
and that they are wasps, not bees.

With the exception of honey bees, the social
wasps (yellowjackets, hornets and paper wasps)
and bees (bumble bees) are at their maximum
colony size this time of year and have lots of
mouths to feed. By the end of fall, these annual
colonies will have died off and next year’s
queens will be hiding away until next spring when
the cycle repeats.

Social wasps can give wasps in general a bad
reputation. They tend to be aggressive and,
since their colonies can be a high-value food
source for various predators, that behavior has
evolved to protect their babies. In fact, their sting
poison is fine-tuned for mammals like us.

Let’s step back and look at the bigger wasp
picture. There are roughly 120,000 species of
wasps. The vast majority of them are parasitic
and unable to sting. Unless you are looking
closely, you will seldom notice them. In general,
parasitic wasps are smaller than social wasps,
with some being downright miniscule. The first
photo of the wasp head on this page is a
microscope photo of an eighth-inch long parasitic
wasp.

continued

continued

Big Bad Wasps: The exception, not the rule

(C) David Kollen

Parasitic wasps deposit their eggs into or on
various things from plant galls to hosts like
caterpillars, aphids, and even other wasps. In the
photo showing a wasp and aphids, the beige,
bloated aphids have a wasp larva developing
inside of and eating them. We want these wasps
in our gardens!

continued on Page 31
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BIG BAD WASPS and A FAREWELL

continued from Page 30

Big Bad Wasps: The exception, not
the rule

Wasp behavior is extremely varied. The final
photo shows a beautiful cuckoo wasp. Like the
cuckoo bees that were described in an earlier
issue of Mahonia, these wasps take advantage
of another wasp (or bee) by “stealing” larval
food and using it for their own larvae. This
deprives the original food collector of being able
to produce offspring of their own.

It's important to recognize the fundamental role
that wasps play in keeping both our natural and
home ecosystems in balance. With their diverse
lifestyles and food preferences, they are
capable of limiting many different kinds of insect
population explosions — if we welcome them by
providing habitat and minimizing or eliminating
pesticide use.

If you find an unwanted yellowjacket or bumble
bee nest in an out of the way location, try to
coexist if you can. Remember, they will be gone
later in the fall. Many paper wasps that make
the hanging-umbrella style, open nest are quite
docile if you move slowly around the nest area.
(Note: these are not hornet nests that are
typically built around a branch of a tree or
shrub.) For anyone allergic to bee or wasp
venom, then do what you must to be safe if you
have a threatening situation.

Flickr/ Frank Vassen CC

Farewell
To: OSFGC Members

It has been my honor and pleasure to
serve as the co-Editor/Editor of The
Mahonia these past 5 years.
Unfortunately, my health issues with
MS (multiple sclerosis) doesn’t allow
me to continue. Becky will soon be
announcing a new Editor. | wish her
all the best in working with the
wonderful officers of OSFGC and all
the members of our districts and
clubs that makeup the OSFGC.
Sincerely,
Leanna Woodall
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PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Publication Requirements

All Mahonia articles are to be submitted in a
Word document, Reference: OSFGC
Directory 2023-2025, under OREGON
NEWSLETTER (The Mahonia).
Any article submitted in a different format
will be returned to the sender for re-
submission in a Word document
Photos must be submitted separately in a
.JPG format only. Any photos not submitted
in .jpg format will not be published.
Any photos containing minors (those under
18 years of age) must be accompanied by a
“Youth Release for Publication” Form. This
can be found at OSFGC.org under FORMS,
YOUTH.

continued

continued

Publication Requirements

* Submitted articles must also follow correct
procedures to avoid plagiarism. We cannot
publish articles, or portions of articles, that
have been published in other newsletters,
magazines, books, etc. without proper
referencing or approvals.

* In addition, any references or quotes within
a submitted article that refers to other
publications must use the proper
references (publication name, date,
volume, author, title, etc.).

* If you have any questions, please
contact the new Editor via President
Becky Cook.

The Mahonia is published 4 times a Year.

Article Due Dates Publication Dates
* Winter, 2026, Due 12/30/2025 1/8/2026

* Spring, 2026, Due 3/30/26 4/8/2026

* Summer, 2025, Due 6/30/26 71812026

* Fall, 2028, Due 9/30/26 10/8/2026
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